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Introduction: The Reason For This Study 

We live in a world bombarded with 

opinions. A country that is filled with 

skeptics, and for good reasons. A country 

that takes pride in being well educated, 

intelligent and just being right.  

The purpose of this study is not to make you 

proud of being right but rather to make you 

passionate for proclaiming the Truth.  

We live in a country filled with people that 

are trapped in lies of the world and lost. 

God‘s people hold the Truth and we have a 

call to proclaim truth.  Jesus said, ―The Truth 

will set you free.‖ The purpose of this study 

is to prepare you for ministry to set the 

captive free.  

That often requires defending our beliefs and 

speaking the ―truth in love‖ (Ephesians 4:15).  

Apologetics (from Greek ἀπολογία, 

"speaking in defense") is the discipline of 

defending a position (usually religious) 

through the systematic use of reason.  

Early Christian writers (c. 120-220) who 

defended their faith against critics and 

recommended their faith to outsiders were 

called apologists.  

We don‘t intend to make you an apologist 

but we do want your faith in the Truth to be 

strong and prepare you for the hard 

questions the world will throw at the gospel.  

The Word of God teaches us that as people 

who belong to Christ Jesus we should, 

―always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have.‖ (1 Peter 3:15)  

I recently heard a Pastor say, ―You cannot 

claim to be a Christian and not be on a 

mission. He went on to reason that we are 

all called to the same mission in this life. To 

proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and to reveal 

the hope we have in Him to a lost world. It 

is my hope that each of you will take that 

challenge seriously.  

During this study we will look together for 

the answers to the hard questions.  

 Is the Bible even reliable? 

 Doesn‘t it contradict itself? 

 Is there really only one way to God? 

 Why would a loving God allow 

suffering? 

 Would God really send people to hell? 

 If God is so good, then why is there evil? 

Although we will certainly look for answers 

to be revealed in and throughout all of 

history, we will depend upon the counsel of 

the Holy Spirit and the inspired Word of 

God for the true and accurate answers. This 

Truth is the only hope the world needs and 

it is the only hope that matters.   

Some of you might be challenged with the 

idea of apologetics and the issue of searching 

for evidence to defend our faith since the 

Bible says, ―We live by faith and not by 

sight‖ 2 Corinthians 5:7. The Bible also says, 

―Faith is being sure of what we hope for and 

certain of what we do not see.‖ Hebrews 

11:1. So why do we need the evidence?  

It is true that we come to the Lord in faith 

and we are saved by grace alone through 

faith alone. And it is also true that it is the 

work of the Holy Spirit to draw men to 

Jesus, ―no one can come to me unless the 

Father who sent me draws him.‖ John 6:44.  
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But let me give you two reasons to consider 

why we should seek answers.  

First, some people that God the Father is 

working on have been taught lies that fill 

their heads so much that it creates a barrier 

between them and the Truth. By being 

prepared to give an answer for the hope we 

have we can help break down those walls 

allowing the Spirit to do His work in their 

lives.  

Second, trials of life come. If my faith is not 

strengthened and reinforced with Truth then 

when major trials of life come, I am more 

susceptible to Satan‘s attacks. Satan makes it 

his primary job to plant doubt in the minds 

of people. If Satan can get you or me to 

question God or question our belief, he has 

scored a great accomplishment. In the end 

he loses, but disabling my testimony, even if 

only for a day, is to his glory and not to the 

glory of God.  

Apologetics is a means for us to strengthen 

our faith and be prepared to give an answer.  

1 Peter 3:15 is our focus memory verse for 

this study. I hope you will make an effort to 

meditate, memorize and obey this verse. 

1 Peter 3:15 says, “But in your hearts set 

apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

Introduction: The Design of This Study 

Because of the unique nature of this topic, I 

have included multiple resources to help you 

in your study. Some in print while others I 

will just direct you to books, videos, or 

websites that might provide you additional 

answers. For some topics those resources are 

much greater than others. By no means is 

this an exhaustive list of information 

regardless of the topic. But hopefully it is 

enough to prepare you with the answers 

you will need.  

In addition to the information provided, I 

have included biblical studies and small 

group lessons to guide your thoughts and 

discussions. You will find the daily bible 

reading list on the last page of each weeks 

reading along with those small group 

questions. I pray that God will prepare you 

to be ready in season and out of season. 

Introduction Small Group Discussion:  

1. To being this study, read 1 Peter 3:15 and share why you think it is important to be prepared 

to give an answer. 

 

 

2. Hebrews 11:1 says our hope comes by faith. Yet 1 Peter 3:15 says we should be prepared to 

give an answer for our faith. How do these two verses work together or do they contradict 

one another? 

 

 

3. Ravi Zacharias said, ―God has put enough into the world to make faith in him a most 

reasonable thing and he has left enough out to make it impossible to live by sheer reason or 

observation alone.‖ Do you agree or disagree with him? Why?  

 

The appendix in the back of this book (page 49) has an article from Ravi Zacharias‘ ministry called, Apologetics: Why 

your church needs it. You may find it an interesting read to help understand the significance of apologetics to believers.
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Additional recommended resources for Apologetics:  

 www.apologetics.org 

 The Truth Project – DVD series by Focus on the Family 

(Available for loan from EVC) 

 Privileged Planet, Unlocking the Mystery of Life, and 

Icons of Evolution – DVD series on Creation and 

Intelligent Design 

 Mountain of Fire – DVD  on search for Mount Sinai 

 Case for Christ, Lee Strobel - DVD and Book 

 Evidence Demands a Verdict, Josh McDowel 

 The Reason for God, Timothy Keller 

 Creation or Evolution: Do we have to choose? Craig 

Blomberg 

 The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? 

F.F. Bruce 

 Science and Faith: Friends of Foes? C. John Collins 

 Nothing But the Truth, Brian Edwards 

 Darwin on Trial, Phillip E. Johnson 

 Redeeming Science, Vern Poythress 

 Bible Quest Study, Twin Oaks (Available by request 

from EVC – Content used for session 2 and 3) 

Is the Bible reliable? (Part #1) 

This is where we begin our study. Let‘s face 

it. If the Bible is flawed or fake then the 

point of our belief is ridiculous. Unless we 

have reason to believe in the Bible then we 

have very little reason for anyone to believe 

is the gospel we preach.  

To help prepare you for the answer to the 

first question ―is the Bible reliable?‖ I have 

included a three part study. That is because 

this topic is so intense it could be the single 

focus of an entire study.  

 

The first part is called ―10 Reasons to Believe 

in the Bible‖. This is a simple and logical 

study to address some of the major points 

that reinforce why we believe the Bible is 

true and accurate. 

The second and third parts are taken and 

used with permission from a study called, 

―Bible Quest‖ written and developed by 

Mike Lynch and Twin Oaks Church. This will 

give you some hard physical and historical 

evidence for the validity of the Bible.  

10 Reasons to Believe in the Bible 

1. Its Honesty  

The Bible is painfully honest. It shows Jacob, 

the father of its "chosen people," to be a 

deceiver. It describes Moses, the lawgiver, as 

an insecure, reluctant leader, who, in his first 

attempt to come to the aid of his own 

people, killed a man, and then ran for life to 

the desert. It portrays David not only as 

Israel's most loved king, general, and 

spiritual leader, but as one who took 

another man's wife and then, to cover his 

own sin, conspired to have her husband 

killed. At one point, the Scriptures accuse the 

people of God, the nation of Israel, as being 

so bad they made Sodom and Gomorrah 

look good by comparison ( Ezekiel 16:46-

52). The Bible represents human nature as 

hostile to God. It predicts a future full of 

trouble. It teaches that the road to heaven is 

narrow and the way to hell is wide. 

Scripture was clearly not written for those 

who want simple answers or an easy, 

optimistic view of religion and human 

nature.  

 

2. Its Preservation  

Just as the modern state of Israel was 

emerging from thousands of years of 

dispersion, a Bedouin shepherd discovered 

one of the most important archeological 

treasures of our time. In a cave of the 

northwest rim of the Dead Sea, a broken jar 

yielded documents that had been hidden for 

two millennia. Additional finds produced 

manuscripts that predated previous oldest 

copies by 1,000 years. One of the most 

important was a copy of Isaiah. It revealed a 

document that is essentially the same as the 

book of Isaiah that appears in our own 

Bibles. The Dead Sea scrolls emerged from 

the dust like a symbolic handshake to a 
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nation coming home. They discredited the 

claims of those who believed that the 

original Bible had been lost to time and 

tampering.  

 

3. Its Claims for Itself  

It's important to know what the Bible says 

about itself. If the authors of Scripture had 

not claimed to speak for God, it would be 

presumptuous for us to make that claim for 

them. We would also have a different kind 

of problem. We would have a collection of 

unsolved mysteries, embodied in historical 

and ethical literature. But we would not 

have a book that has inspired the building of 

countless churches and synagogues all over 

the world. A Bible that did not claim to 

speak on behalf of God would not have 

become foundational to the faith of 

hundreds of millions of Christians and Jews 

(2 Peter 1:16-21). But with much supporting 

evidence and argument, the Bible's authors 

did claim to be inspired by God. Because 

millions have staked their present and 

eternal well-being on those claims, the Bible 

cannot be a good book if its authors 

consistently lied about their source of 

information.  

 

4. Its Miracles  

Israel's exodus from Egypt provided a 

historical basis for believing that God 

revealed Himself to Israel. If the Red Sea did 

not part as Moses said it did, the Old 

Testament loses its authority to speak on 

behalf of God. The New Testament is just as 

dependent upon miracles. If Jesus did not 

rise bodily from the dead, the apostle Paul 

admits that the Christian faith is built on a lie 

(1 Corinthians 15:14-17). To show its 

credibility, the New Testament names its 

witnesses, and did so within a time-frame 

that enabled those claims to be tested         

(1 Corinthians 15:1-8). Many of the witnesses 

ended up as martyrs, not for abstract moral 

or spiritual convictions but for their claim 

that Jesus had risen from the dead. While 

martyrdom is not unusual, the basis on 

which these people gave their lives is what's 

important. Many have died for what they 

believed to be the truth. But people do not 

die for what they know to be a lie.  

 

5. Its Unity  

Forty different authors writing over a period 

of 1,600 years penned the 66 books of the 

Bible. Four hundred silent years separated 

the 39 books of the Old Testament from the 

27 of the New Testament. Yet, from Genesis 

to Revelation, they tell one unfolding story. 

Together they give consistent answers to the 

most important questions we can ask: Why 

are we here? How can we come to terms 

with our fears? How can we get along? How 

can we rise above our circumstances and 

keep hope alive? How can we make peace 

with our Maker? The Bible's consistent 

answers to these questions show that the 

Scriptures are not many books but one.  

 

6. Its Historical and Geographical 

Accuracy  

Through the ages, many have doubted the 

historical and geographical accuracy of the 

Bible. Yet modern archeologists have 

repeatedly unearthed evidence of the 

people, places, and cultures described in the 

Scriptures. Time after time, the descriptions 

in the biblical record have been shown to be 

more reliable than the speculations of 

scholars. The modern visitor to the museums 

and lands of the Bible cannot help but come 

away impressed with the real geographical 

and historical backdrop of the biblical text.  
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7. Its Endorsement by Christ  

Many have spoken well of the Bible, but no 

endorsement is as compelling as that of Jesus 

of Nazareth. He recommended the Bible not 

only by His words but by His life. In times of 

personal temptation, public teaching, and 

personal suffering, He made it clear that He 

believed the Old Testament Scriptures were 

more than a national tradition ( Matthew 

4:1-11; 5:17-19). He believed the Bible was a 

book about Himself. To His countrymen He 

said, "You search the Scriptures, for in them 

you think you have eternal life; and these 

are they which testify of Me."But you are 

not willing to come to Me that you may 

have life" (John 5:39-40).  

 

8. Its Prophetic Accuracy  

From the days of Moses, the Bible predicted 

events no one wanted to believe. Before 

Israel went into the Promised Land, Moses 

predicted that Israel would be unfaithful, 

that she would lose the land God was giving 

her, and that she would be dispersed 

throughout all the world, re-gathered, and 

then re-established ( (Deuteronomy 28-31). 

Central to Old Testament prophecy was the 

promise of a Messiah who would save God's 

people from their sins and eventually bring 

judgment and peace to the whole world.  

 

9. Its Survival  

The books of Moses were written 500 years 

before the earliest Hindu Scriptures. Moses 

wrote Genesis 2,000 years before 

Muhammad penned the Koran. During that 

long history, no other book has been as 

loved or as hated as the Bible. No other 

book has been so consistently bought, 

studied, and quoted as this book. While 

millions of other titles come and go, the 

Bible is still the book by which all other 

books are measured. While often ignored by 

those who are uncomfortable with its 

teachings, it is still the central book of 

Western civilization. 

 

10. Its Power to Change Lives  

Unbelievers often point to those who claim 

to believe in the Bible without being 

changed by it. But history is also marked by 

those who have been transformed by this 

book. The Ten Commandments have been a 

source of moral direction to countless 

numbers of people. The Psalms of David 

have offered comfort in times of trouble and 

loss. Jesus' Sermon on the Mount has given 

millions an antidote for stubborn pride and 

proud legalism. Paul's description of love in  

1 Corinthians 13 has softened angry hearts. 

The changed lives of people like the apostle 

Paul, Augustine, Martin Luther, John 

Newton, Leo Tolstoy, and C. S. Lewis 

illustrate the difference the Bible can make. 

Even entire nations or tribes, like the Celts of 

Ireland, the wild Vikings of Norway, or the 

Auca Indians of Ecuador have been 

transformed by the Word of God and the 

unprecedented life and significance of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

You're not alone if you have questions about 

the reliability of the Bible. The Scriptures, 

like the world around us, are marked by 

elements of mystery. Yet if the Bible is what 

it claims to be, you don't have to try to sort 

out the evidence on your own. To be tested 

in such a setting is Jesus' promise of divine 

help to those who want to know the truth 

about Himself and His teachings. As the 

central figure of the New Testament, Jesus 

said, "If anyone chooses to do God's will, he 

will find out whether My teaching comes 
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from God or whether I speak on my own" 

(John 7:17NIV).  

 

One important key to understanding the 

Bible is that it was never meant merely to 

bring us to itself. Every principle of Scripture 

shows us our need of the forgiveness that 

Christ secured on our behalf. It shows us 

why we need to let the Spirit of God live 

through us. It is for such a relationship that 

the Bible was given.  

 

Daily Bible Reading Plan:  

To remain in the Word 

of God during this study 

I am recommending a 

daily reading plan. For 

the first three weeks as 

we study about the 

validity and power of 

the Word of God, I will 

have you read and 

meditate on Psalm 119.  

 

 

Small Group Discussion:  

1. What are some of the objections or 

comments you have heard from non-

believers about the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

2. What are some of the questions you still 

wrestle with regarding the truth and 

accuracy of the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

3. Which of the previous ―ten reasons to 

believe in the Bible‖ are the most 

compelling to you personally? Why? 

4. How would you answer someone who 

said to you, ―the Bible is corrupted or 

unreliable?‖ 

 

 

 

 

As a group, read the following words of 

Jesus and discuss what He teaches us about 

the Bible: 

 

John 5:37-39 
And the Father who sent me has himself 

testified concerning me. You have never 

heard his voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does 

his word dwell in you, for you do not believe 

the one he sent. 39 You study the Scriptures 

diligently because you think that in them you 

have eternal life. These are the very 

Scriptures that testify about me.  
 

Matthew 5:17-19 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish 

the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I 

tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not 

the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a 

pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 

until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore 

anyone who sets aside one of the least of 

these commands and teaches others 

accordingly will be called least in the kingdom 

of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 

these commands will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven.  
 

Mark 12:24 
Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because 

you do not know the Scriptures or the power 

of God?  
 

John 7:17 
Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will 

find out whether my teaching comes from God 

or whether I speak on my own. 

 

  

Daily Bible Reading 

Week #1 

1. Psalm 119:1-8 

2. Psalm 119:9-16 

3. Psalm 119:17-24 

4. Psalm 119:25-32 

5. Psalm 119:33-40 

6. Psalm 119:41-48 

7. Psalm 119:49-56 
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Is the Bible reliable? (Part #2)  

 

Old Testament (Bible Quest) 

Most people you meet know something 

about the Bible.  Many can quote a few 

verses or tell you some of its stories.  But 

when you ask them how the Bible came into 

being or how it had developed during the 

Old Testament period, most simply do not 

have an answer, including mature Christ-

followers. 

Since the Bible is the authentic source of our 

beliefs about God and His plan for 

humanity, it is important that we have 

confidence in His written word.  If the Old 

Testament text is flawed and contains errors 

or the words the authors originally penned 

are in dispute, then it‘s true message will 

always be in question.   

The purpose of this first session is to directly 

address these and other concerns. We will be 

conducting a systematic examination of how 

the Old Testament was created, the means 

by which it developed, how well the text 

has been preserved, and the value of 

archeological discoveries. 

If we can prove that the Old Testament 

today is the same as when it was first 

written, and without textual error, then the 

position of its claims as an authoritative text 

for a person‘s life is that much more 

strengthened. 

 

 

What does the Bible say about itself? 

Before we examine the reliability of the 

Bible, we must first see if this activity is even 

worth pursuing.  

The common belief held by many people 

about the Bible is that it was given to us by 

God so we can know who He is and how 

we should live our lives.  But if the words of 

the Bible say nothing in that regard, then 

proving the reliability of the text is nothing 

more than a futile gesture.  Fortunately for 

us, there are quite a number of verses which 

communicate the importance of the Bible in 

a person‘s life. 

―For no prophecy was ever made by an act of human 

will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit.‖ 

  2 Pet. 1:20-21 

 ―All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness; that the main of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work.‖ 

  2 Tim. 3:16-17 

An examination of these two verses, which is 

a small example of many others, clearly 

shows that the writers of the Bible held a 

view that its source came directly from God. 

Though the Bible never specifically explains 

the relationship between the contribution of 

the writer and the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, it is very clear in its assertion that the 

Bible is the source of truth and we are 

encouraged to make it a part of our lives. 
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How did the Bible begin? 

Now that we‘ve established how the Bible 

views itself, another question begins to rise 

to the surface… ―Where did the Bible come 

from?‖ As simple as this question might 

seem, there is no easy answer.   

While it might be simpler to believe that the 

Bible has probably been in its present form 

more or less since its inception, the reality is 

far more complicated than that.   

The facts we‘re looking for will only surface 

after a careful and systematic search of how 

the Old Testament came into being.  So, let‘s 

begin unearthing a better understanding of 

that process. 

The Concept of Canon 

We begin with an understanding of the 

word ―canon‖.  Canon comes from Greek 

―kanon‖ meaning a ―measuring rod.‖   It is a 

theological word which refers to those 

books that are considered inspired by the 

Holy Spirit.   

The earliest ―canonical‖ concept appears in 

the Old Testament where an emphasis is 

made on the preservation of material as a 

memorial and as a witness.   

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this on a scroll as 

something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua 

hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory 

of Amalek from under heaven."  

  Exodus 17:14 

After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this 

law from beginning to end, he gave this command to the 

Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD: ―Take this Book of the Law and place it beside 

the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God. There it 

will remain as a witness against you.‖  

  Deuteronomy 31:24-26 

When God had Moses write down what He 

wanted His people to remember, the seed 

began from which an Old Testament canon, 

or set of established books grew. 

 

 

 

How Was the Old Testament Formed? 

The century before the birth of Christ is an 

important period for the formation of the 

Old Testament.  Two camps had emerged 

which challenged each other about their 

view of the Old Testament. 

The first camp, comprised of mainstream 

historians, priests and writers, believed the 

period for inclusion into the Old Testament 

had passed, which meant the current 

number of books remained fixed. 

The second camp, on the other hand, 

believed that the time for inclusion was still 

open and other books could be added.   

As a response, the first camp set about 

organizing the books into identifiable 

sections.  Their purpose was twofold:  

 First, they arranged the books by type, or 

classification, because it was believed that 

God interacted with His people in 

different ways over the centuries and 

organizing the Old Testament was a 

reflection of that belief. 

 Second, if other books were added, then 

many theological beliefs from the original 

set of books could be challenged or 

changed outright. 
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     Flavius Josephus  
      (37 A.D –101 A.D.) 

       If it were not for the writings of  
       Flavius Josephus, precious 
       little would be known about  
       Jewish history in the Greco-Roman 
Period. During this time momentous events took place, 
not least the emergence of the religious 'schools' of the 
Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes, a rebellion against 
Rome and the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple, and 
the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. Not only does 
Josephus record these events, but his thirty surviving 
Greek volumes map out Jewish history from the garden 
of Eden onwards, including a lengthy biblical 
paraphrase, a large autobiography, and a refutation of 
anti-Jewish slander. 

Fearing the ramifications of this, the focus 

of this first camp of Jewish leaders was a 

presentation of the Old Testament as 

being complete; thus, preserving their view 

of the Bible without further attacks or 

changes. 

The earliest ―hard‖ indication we have of 

classifying the Old Testament, also known as 

the Hebrew Bible, is found in Jewish 

writings dating around 130 B.C., in which, 

the texts were divided into three categories: 

 the law 

 the prophets 

 ―other‖ ancestral books  

While the ―law‖ and ―prophets‖ were 

recognized bodies of literature, the ―other 

ancestral books‖ seems to have been more 

fluid. 

One hundred and fifty years later, (30 A.D.), 

Jesus Himself shows how the Old Testament 

structure had evolved. 

He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still 

with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 

about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 

Psalms."  

  Luke 24:44 

It is here that Jesus refers to… 

 the Law of Moses 

 the Prophets  

 and the Psalms 

…again showing that while the first two 

sections seem to be stable, the third section 

has not yet been clearly defined. 

The next piece of data comes from Josephus, 

a Jewish historian, in his description of the 

Jewish holy books in ca. 93-95 A.D.  He 

wrote that Jews recognized 22 books, 

divided into three divisions: 

 the first five books of Moses also called the 

Pentateuch 

 the 13 books of the Prophets  

 the remaining 4 books. 

Greek speaking Jews who lived outside of 

Israel, however, used a different Bible 

known as the Septuagint. 

The word Septuagint means ―seventy‖ which 

(according to legend) was the number of 

elders of Israel who did the translation into 

Greek at Alexandria, Egypt ca. 280 B.C. 

It differs textually with the Hebrew Bible 

and is divided into four divisions… 

 The Law 

 Historical books 

 Poetical and Wisdom books  

 The Prophets. 

 

On the basis of available evidence, the 

process of closing the Hebrew biblical canon 

began during the course of the 2
nd

 century 

A.D. and the beginning of the 3
rd
.  There did 

continue to be some variations in lists of 

sacred books into the 5
th
 century but the 

core of the Old Testament canon had been 

well established before that. 

Josephus‘ contribution to the formation of 

the Old Testament is incalculable.  Because 

he adamantly believed that the books he 

considered to be sacred were written 
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between the time of Moses (1450 B.C.) and 

Artaxerxes, the king of Persia (450 B.C.) – 

which is to say, the time of Ezra, Nehemiah, 

Malachi, Zecharaiah and Haggai, he helped 

preserve the Old Testament we have today.  

Once that limit was defined, there was little 

controversy.  This is clearly shown by 

manuscripts written during this period which 

are primarily concerned with organizing Old 

Testament books, not making additions to it. 

Some rabbis, however, disagreed with the 

assertion made by Josephus and others that 

prophecy ceased at the time of Artaxerxes, 

some holding that it extended as far as the 

time of the Maccabees (ca. 165 B.C.) or 

never ended at all.  This group was in the 

minority and never seriously challenged Old 

Testament inclusion after that. 

 

 

How Was the Old Testament Preserved? 

The basic beliefs of those who lived in the 

first century A.D. were that the Old 

Testament texts had been accurately and 

completely transcribed after thousands of 

years of copying and translation. There are 

literally hundreds of verses used both by 

Jesus and New Testament writers which 

demonstrate a total confidence in the Old 

Testament Scriptures as they had been 

preserved up until that time. 

Given this fact, we can conclude that the 

Old Testament was both accurate and 

complete up until Jesus‘ day, and that there 

were neither serious errors in the text nor 

lost books of Scripture.  However, this 

leaves open the question of the preservation 

of the Old Testament from Christ‘s time until 

today. 

There are some critics who argue that 

dishonest priests, careless copyists or biased 

translators have so corrupted the text of the 

Old Testament as to make it unreliable and 

incomplete.  Does the evidence support 

these allegations? 

Until the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 

1947 at Qumran (a community of Jewish 

believers who lived in that area from 200 

B.C. – 70 A.D.), the earliest surviving Old 

Testament manuscripts were dated around 

900 A.D. 

With the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

we now had copies of every book of the 

Bible, except for Esther, dating back to about 

150 B.C. 

To the joy of believers of the Bible and to 

the chagrin of critics of the Bible, the Dead 

Apocryphal Books 

Certain books were written during the Maccabean period 
(165 B.C.) known as the Apocrypha. While they were 
included in the Septuagint, they were excluded in the Jewish 
canon for the following reasons: 

 they were written too late – and thus beyond the 
cessation of prophecy as determined by some (not all) 
Jews;  

 they were not written by the person to whom they are 
attributed 

 they contain errors and absurdities;  

 they are of lower literary quality than the canonical 
books.  

“There is no evidence whatsoever that any of the 
Apocrypha ever had a place in any of the three divisions.” 
(Roger Beckwith) 

This is worth noting only because, as a result of the 
Reformation in the 16th century, the Catholic Church also 
included the Apocrypha in its version of the Bible (Vulgate). 
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Sea Biblical manuscripts gave evidence of a 

Hebrew Old Testament text virtually 

identical to the 9
th
 and 10

th
 century 

manuscripts. 

―Even though the two copies of Isaiah 

discovered in Qumran cave 1 near the Dead 

Sea in 1947 were a thousand years earlier 

than the oldest dated manuscripts previously 

known (A.D. 980), they proved to be word 

for word identical with our standard 

Hebrew Bible in more than 95 percent of 

the text. The 5 percent variation consisted 

chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and 

variations in spelling.‖ 

In other words, through 1000 years of 

copying and recopying from the time of 

Christ to 980 A.D., God has preserved His 

Word intact. 

From manuscript discoveries like the Dead 

Sea Scrolls, Christians have undeniable 

evidence that today‘s Old Testament 

Scriptures, for all practical purposes, are 

exactly the same as they were when 

originally inspired by God and recorded in 

the Bible. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls prove that the copyists 

of the biblical manuscripts knew they were 

duplicating God‘s Word, so they went to 

incredible lengths to prevent errors from 

creeping in. The scribes carefully counted 

every line, word, syllable and letter to 

ensure accuracy. 

 

How Does Archeology Validate the Old 

Testament? 

Christianity is a historical faith based on 

actual events recorded in the Bible.   

Archeology has therefore played a key role 

in biblical studies and Christian apologetics 

in several ways. 

First, archeology has confirmed the historical 

accuracy of the Bible.  It has verified many 

ancient sites, civilizations and biblical 

characters whose existence was questioned 

by the academic world.  Biblical archeology 

has silenced many critics as new discoveries 

supported the facts of the Bible. 

Figure 2 - Portion of Isaiah Scroll found at Qumran 

Figure 1 - Prof. Elazar Sukenik examining a scroll 
found at Qumran 
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Noted archeologist Nelson Glueck writes: 

―As a matter of fact, however, it may be clearly stated 

categorically that no archeological discovery has ever 

controverted a single biblical reference.  Scores of 

archeological findings have been made which confirm in 

clear outline or exact detail historical statements in the 

Bible.‖ 

The Discovery of the Hittites 

The Hittites played a prominent role in Old 

Testament history.  1 Kings 10:29 records 

they purchased chariots and horses from 

King Solomon.  The Hittites were a powerful 

force in the Middle East from 1750 B.C. until 

1200 B.C. 

Prior to the late 19
th
 century A.D., nothing 

was known about the Hittites outside the 

Bible.  Many critics alleged that they were 

merely an invention of biblical authors. 

In 1886 clay tablets 

were found in Turkey 

at a place called 

Boghaz-koy. 

German cuneiform (a 

type of ancient writing) 

expert Hugo Winckler 

investigated the tablets 

and began his own 

expedition at the site in 

1906.  He uncovered 5 

temples, a fortified citadel and several 

massive sculptures.  In one storeroom, he 

found over 10,000 clay tablets.  One of the 

documents proved to be a record of a treaty 

between Ramesses II and the Hittite king.   

The Hittite nation had been discovered. 

The Walls of Jericho 

According to the Bible, the conquest of 

Jericho occurred in approximately 1406 B.C.  

The miraculous nature of the conquest has 

caused some scholars to dismiss the story as 

folklore.  Does archeology support the 

biblical account? 

Archeologists have discovered that Jericho is 

surrounded by a retaining wall 15 feet high.  

Domestic structures were found behind this 

first wall.  Another brick wall enclosed the 

rest of the city.  The domestic structures are 

consistent with Joshua‘s description of 

Rahab‘s quarters. 

So she let them down by a rope through the window, 

for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. 

  Joshua 2:15 

Archeologists also found that in one part of 

the city, large piles of bricks were found at 

the base of both the inner and outer walls, 

indicating a sudden collapse of the 

fortifications.  The collapsed bricks formed a 

ramp by which an invader might easily enter 

the city. 

When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at 

the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud 

shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight 

in, and they took the city.  

  Joshua 6:20  

Because the walls fell outwards so 

completely, the attackers would be able to 

climb up and over the ruins of the city.  This 

is remarkable because attacked city walls fall 

inward, not outward. 

Figure 3 - Clay tablet 
found at Boghaz-koy 

Figure 4 - Present day photos of the ruins of Jericho 
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A thick layer of soot indicated that the city 

was destroyed by fire. 

Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, 

but they put the silver and gold and the articles of 

bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD's house.  

  Joshua 6:24 

Archeologists also discovered large amounts 

of grain at the site.  This is again consistent 

with the biblical account that the city was 

captured quickly.  If it had fallen as a result 

of a siege, the grain would have been used 

up.  The Israelites were forbidden to plunder 

the city, but had to destroy it totally. 

The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the 

LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with 

her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the 

spies we sent. 

  Joshua 6:17 

House of David 

One of the most beloved characters in the 

Bible is King David.  He is revered as the 

greatest of all Israelite kings, but despite his 

key role in Israel‘s history, no evidence 

outside the Bible existed. For this reason 

critics questioned the existence of King 

David. 

In the summer of 1993, archeologists made 

what has been labeled a phenomenal and 

stunning discovery at Tell Dan located in 

northern Galilee at the foot of Mt. Hermon. 

The team had uncovered an impressive royal 

plaza.  As they were clearing the debris, they 

discovered in the ruins the remains of a 

stone slab containing thirteen lines of 

Aramaic inscriptions.  Two of the lines 

included the phrases ―The King of Israel‖ and 

―House of David.‖  This is the first reference 

to King David found outside of the Bible. 

This discovery has 

caused many 

critics to 

reconsider their 

view of the 

historicity of the 

Davidic kingdom. 

Pottery found in 

the vicinity, along 

with the 

construction and 

style of writing, suggested that the 

monument was erected in the first quarter of 

9
th
 century B.C.; about a century after the 

death of King David. 

In 1994 two more pieces were found with 

inscriptions which refer to Jehoram, the son 

of Ahab, ruler over Israel, and Ahaziah, who 

was the ruler over the ―House of David‖ or 

Judah.   

These finds have confirmed a number of 

facts.  First, the use of the term ―House of 

David‖ implies there was a Davidic dynasty 

that ruled Israel.  We can conclude, then, 

that a historic King David existed.  Second, 

the kingdoms of Judah and Israel were 

prominent political entities as the Bible 

describes. 

Using the tools of archeology is paramount 

in proving the validity of the Bible.  It claims 

from the beginning it is a record of events 

that occurred in the eastern Mediterranean 

and Asia.  People, places, historical events 

and cultural customs, to name a few, are 

mentioned time and time again.   

If the Bible was merely the invention of 

people‘s imaginations or given to us in a 

corrupted state, then examining the 

archeological record would easily expose the 
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flaws and errors it contained.  And yet, quite 

the contrary has taken place.   

When we do investigate the archeological 

record, the Bible is validated time and time 

again.  In fact, the Bible is so highly regarded 

today, that many historians and 

archeologists look to it as a primary source 

of information and then search for those 

sites it describes.  

Final Thoughts 

When a person takes into account all the 

material this session utilizes, and this is only 

a fraction of what is available, you get a 

better idea of where the Old Testament 

came from, how it was formed and the 

reliability of each book. 

It makes the claim that it is the inspired 

Word of God.  If that is the case, and we 

know it has reached us in an uncorrupted 

state, then it is our responsibility of taking 

note of what it says to us. 

If we believe it is an important document, 

meant for guiding 

our lives, then our 

response should be a 

closer examination 

of the Bible.  Not 

one which simply 

sees it as a source of 

information, but one 

where an 

understanding of 

God‘s Word can have a profound and 

meaningful impact in our lives.

Small Group Discussion:  

1. What was your view of the Bible 

growing up or before you were a 

believer? How has that changed? 

 

2. Why do think the events of the Old 

Testament were recorded? 

 

3. What was the purpose of constructing 

and organizing the Old Testament? Why 

was it important? 

4. Why is the discovery of the Dead Sea 

Scrolls and the various archeological 

findings so significant to the Bible?  

 

5. Which of the historical discoveries of 

biblical accounts really inspire you? What 

other findings are you aware of that you 

can you share with the group? 

 

6. Read 2 Timothy 3:15-16. What does this 

passage teach us about the Bible? 
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Is the Bible reliable? (Part #3)  

 

New Testament (Bible Quest) 

In previous session, we discussed the 

importance of gaining an understanding of 

the Old Testament.  Not so much as being 

an intellectual exercise, but one where the 

Word of God could have a profound impact 

on our lives. 

 

This position, however, was contingent on 

establishing the validity and accuracy of the 

Old Testament.  The purpose of that session, 

then, was addressing these issues when we 

looked at how it was formed, how it was 

preserved, and finally, how its many 

historical references have been verified 

through archeological discoveries. 

Now, as we shift gears, our focus will turn to 

the New Testament where we will address 

the very same issues.  If the belief system of 

Christianity likewise follows a book that is 

flawed and contains errors, then it is 

impossible to know what the true message is 

supposed to be.   

If it can be shown, however, that the New 

Testament today is the same as when it was 

first written, and without textual error, then 

the position of its claims as authoritative is 

similarly strengthened. 

 

 

How Was the New Testament Formed? 

What factors decided the formation of the 

New Testament canon?  Far from being a 

process that was done without any real 

guidance or direction, the formation of the 

canon was the result of carefully weighed 

choices, over time, by concerned church 

officials and members. 

Votes on the canon were merely the 

definitive steps taken at the end of a long 

and careful, sometimes difficult process.  But 

in spite of geographical and ideological 

differences, the church, by the 4
th
 century 

A.D., finally accepted the 27 diverse 

documents we find in the New Testament 

today. 

Before we can look at the books in question, 

we first have to understand the process 

directly.  What was the criteria the early 

church used in either selecting or rejecting 

books for canonical consideration?  Or 

putting it more plainly, what standard did 

the church use as the means of determining if 

a certain book was inspired by God, and 

therefore, included in the New Testament. 

Inspiration 

Were books included or excluded because of 

their inspirational quality?  It may come as a 

surprise to some – that the Church Fathers 

―did not seem to have regarded inspiration 

as the ground of the Bible‘s uniqueness.‖ 

Inspiration was just one of the many aspects 

of the life of the church, and one could 

regularly speak and write under inspiration, 

as Jerome, an early church father, did.   

“…we nowhere find an instance of inspiration 
being used as a criteria of discrimination.”  
  ~ Harry Gamble 

Inspiration was not a criterion of canonicity, 

but a corollary of it.  Something that was 

inspired could be canonical, but something 

not inspired could never be canonical.  
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The Rule of Faith 

The rule of faith criteria states that nothing 

shall be accepted which is at variance with 

accepted scriptures or that teaches false 

doctrine.  To be accepted into the canon, a 

book must conform with the community‘s 

rule of faith. 

Apostolic Authority 

A work must have been authored by an 

Apostle or an immediate follower of an 

Apostle.  The persons most qualified to write 

about a great teacher or leader, whether it 

be Jesus, Martin Luther King or Gandhi are 

usually: 

 Family (as with James and Jude, who 

by virtue of their association with Jesus 

and decision to follow Him became de 

facto Apostles) 

 Immediate followers (the Apostles) 

 Immediate followers of those followers 

(Mark, Luke). 

Church Usage 

One final criteria that may have acted for 

inclusion of certain books is usage in the 

church.  It stands to reason, of course, that 

no book could be canonized unless the 

church used it! 

―Although a number of Christians have 

thought that church councils determined 

what books were to be included in the 

biblical canons, a more accurate 

reflection of the matter is that the 

councils recognized or acknowledged 

those books that had already obtained 

prominence from usage among the 

various early Christian communities.‖
 
  

  ~ Lee MacDonald 

Or as another writer puts it… 

―It appears that the books that finally 

were canonized are those that enjoyed a 

special status and were utilized both 

frequently and universally by the 

church.‖  

  ~ Arthur Patzia 

Summary Thoughts 

When the church was faced with the issue of 

deciding which books were canonical, it 

didn‘t just blindly accept those that it had 

used for the creation of the New Testament.  

Rather, each one was carefully considered 

using the methodology cited above.   

The early church realized that the tenets of 

faith were contained in only those books 

inspired by God.  If a book was mistakenly 

included, or one that should have been was 

rejected, then the belief system of the church 

would likewise be corrupted.   

Realizing what was at stake, the church took 

great care when it recognized which books 

should be included in the New Testament. 

 

 

Why Was the New Testament Written? 

The next step in understanding the creation 

of the New Testament is knowing why it 

was done in the first place. 

Many oral traditions about Jesus and the 

early church had arisen and spread as the 

church expanded, but something prompted 

certain individuals to write them down and 

send these letters to churches throughout the 

Middle East and Europe.  The question then 

is why? 
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Founders‘ Authority 

In the earliest stage of church history, 33 - 

50 A.D., the words of Jesus Himself were 

considered authoritative. 

―The earliest canon of faith for the 

Christian community was Jesus Himself, 

whose words and deeds were interpreted 

afresh in the numerous sociological 

contexts of the early Christians…what 

Jesus said was authoritative for the 

church and was held in the highest 

regard.‖  

  ~ Arthur Patzia 

We also find a 

reliance on oral 

tradition, which 

relates in part, 

perhaps to a 

―cultural 

presupposition‖ 

that writing was an unworthy means of 

transmission. 

Biblical authority is also 

vested in ―apostolical 

men‖ like Papias, Polycarp 

and Clement, disciples of 

the Apostles, who can still 

bring a direct memory of the teachings of 

the Apostles. 

Clement, for example, wrote a letter in 95 

A.D., exhorting readers to ―remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus‖ and contains 

quotations from Jesus which are found in 

our present texts of Matthew, Mark and 

Luke.  Clement‘s letter also contains allusions 

to Romans, Galatians, Philippians, and 

Ephesians, as well as possibly Hebrews, Acts, 

James and 1 Peter. 

Clarification and Protection 

In the latter part of the 1st century, 

Gnosticism, a heretical view of Christianity 

which denied Jesus‘ humanity, was starting 

to challenge many theological views of the 

church.  Because of this, a need arose to 

ensure the ―stamp of apostolic guarantee‖ 

on all materials keeping Gnosticism and 

other heresies from destroying Christianity. 

Lists and Canons 

The last major stage consists of final forms of 

the New Testament canon.  Here we will 

find a striking agreement as far as the core of 

the New Testament, in spite of barriers of 

distance and doctrine.  It was around, 200 

A.D., that the NT truly reached its final 

form.  

 

 

 

Honing the New Testament 

As mentioned before, the early church 

wrestled with the idea of which books 

should be included in the New Testament 

canon and which should not.  As its 

teachings and theology solidified over the 

years, so did what the church fathers 

considered canonical. 

 

It may seem a bit confusing seeing the 

myriad of names and books listed here, but 

you quickly see how the process of 

evolution took place until it became the 

New Testament we recognize today.   
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Justin Martyr (ca. 150 A.D.) refers to 

―memoirs of the Apostles‖ and quotes them 

as authoritative.  Allusions in his work are 

identifiable from Mark, Matthew, Luke, and 

possibly John and Revelation.   

Irenaeus (130-202 A.D.) quotes all New 

Testament works except Philemon, 2 Peter, 

3 John and Jude.  He sees the Gospels 

quartet as fixed.  Ireneaus does identify two 

criteria for acceptance: apostolic authority, 

and agreement with the traditions 

maintained by the church. 

Clement (180-211 A.D.) is found quoting all 

of our current New Testament books except 

Philemon, James, 2 Peter, and 2 and 3 John. 

Hippolytus (170-235 A.D.) accepts all four 

Gospels as Scripture; he also acknowledges 

as authentic 13 Pauline Epistles, Acts, 1 Peter, 

1 and 2 John and Revelation.   

Tertullian (ca. 195 A.D.) cites every current 

New Testament book except 2 Peter, James, 

and 2 and 3 John. 

Origen (185-250 A.D.) is the first writer to 

use the name ―New Testament.‖  He 

accepted the four Gospels, the 13 letters of 

Paul and Revelation. 

Eusebius (260-340 A.D.) refers to all 27 of 

our current books. 

Athanasius (367 A.D.) sets forth a New 

Testament canon with a listing of books 

identical to those we have today. Councils at 

Hippo (393) and Carthage (397) confirmed 

this enumeration. 

Human beings will never agree unanimously 

on anything, even the canon of Scripture.  

Even today, many groups seek to add to 

what has been written.  But the fact remains 

that the canon has been fixed, not by some 

4th century church council, but by the 

witness of history itself. 

The books that made it into the canon did 

so by means of ―survival of the fittest‖ – it 

was not a random drawing with all 

participants having an equal footing.  The 

church did not create the canon, ―but came 

to recognize, accept, affirm and confirm the 

self-authenticating quality of certain 

documents that imposed themselves as such 

upon the Church.  If this fact is obscured, 

one comes into serious conflict not with 

dogma but with history.‖ 

 

  

How Accurate Is the New Testament? 

There are more than 24,000 partial and 

complete manuscript copies of the New 

Testament.  There are also some 86,000 

quotations from the early church fathers and 

several thousand Lectionaries. (church-

service books containing Scripture quotations 

used in the early centuries of Christianity) 

 

Bottom line: the New Testament has an 

overwhelming amount of evidence 

supporting its reliability.

Addressing the Variants 

Of the many thousands of manuscript copies 

we possess of the New Testament, scholars 

have discovered that there are some 

150,000 variants. 

This may seem like a staggering figure, but to 

those who study the issue, the numbers are 

not so damaging as may initially appear.  
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To begin, we must emphasize that out of 

these 150,000 variants, 99 percent have 

virtually no significance whatsoever.   

Many of these variants simply involve a 

missing letter in a 

word; some involve 

reversing the order of 

two words (such as 

―Christ Jesus‖ instead 

of ―Jesus Christ‖); 

some may involve the 

absence of one or 

more insignificant 

words. 

When all the facts are 

put on the table, only 

about 50 of the 

variants have any real 

significance – and 

even then, no 

doctrine of the 

Christian faith or any 

moral commandment is affected by them. 

For more than 99 percent of the cases, the 

original text can be reconstructed to a 

practical certainty.  Even in the few cases 

where some questions remain, they do not 

affect the meaning of Scripture to the point 

of clouding theological doctrines. 

Thus, in the Bible we have for all practical 

purposes the very Word of God, inasmuch 

as the manuscripts do convey to us the 

complete vital truth of the originals. By 

practicing the science of textual criticism – 

comparing all the available manuscripts with 

each other – we can come to an assurance 

regarding what the original document said.  

Here is an example of how textual criticism 

works. 

Could you, by comparing the manuscript 

copies below, ascertain what the original 

document said with a degree of certainty?  

Of course you could. 

This illustration may be extremely simplistic, 

but a great majority of the 150,000 variants 

are solved by the above methodology. 

By comparing the various manuscripts, all of 

which contain very minor differences like the 

one shown in the illustration, it becomes 

fairly clear what the original must have said. 

We must also emphasize that the sheer 

volume of manuscripts we possess greatly 

narrows the margin of doubt regarding what 

the original biblical document said.  If the 

number of manuscripts increases the number 

of scribal errors, it also increases the means 

of correcting such errors, so that the margin 

of doubt left in the process of recovering the 

exact original is not so very large.
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The New Testament vs. Other Books  

No other book is even a close second to the 

Bible when addressing the issue of early 

copies.  The average secular work from 

antiquity survives with only a handful of 

manuscripts; the New Testament boasts 

thousands. 

The average gap between the original 

composition and earliest copy is over 1,000 

years for other books.  The New Testament, 

however, has a much smaller margin: 

 It has a fragment within one generation 

from its original composition 

 Whole books within about 100 years 

from the time of the original 

 Most of the New Testament in less than 

200 years 

 The entire New Testament within 250 

years from the date of its completion 

As seen in the chart below, the degree of 

accuracy of the copies is greater for the New 

Testament than for other ancient books. 

From this documentary evidence, it is clear 

that the New Testament is far more accurate 

and abundant than comparable ancient 

writings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Author When Written Earliest Copy Time Span # Copies 

Catullus 54 B.C. 1550 A.D. 1,600 yrs. 3 

Euripides 480-406 B.C. 1100 A.D. 1,500 yrs 9 

Sophocles 496-406 B.C. 1000 A.D. 1,400 yrs 193 

Aristotle 384-322 B.C. 1100 A.D. 1,400 yrs. 49 

Thucydides (History) 460-400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,300 yrs 8 

Herodotus (History) 480-425 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,300 yrs 8 

Demosthenes 383-322 B.C. 1100 A.D. 1,300 yrs. 200 

Plato (Tetralogies) 427-347 B.C. 900 A.d. 1,200 yrs 7 

Aristophanes 450-385 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,200 yrs. 10 

Lucretius Died 55 or 53 B.C. 1,100 yrs. 2 

Caesar 100-44 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,000 yrs. 10 

Tacitus (Annals) 100 A.D. 1100 A.D. 1,000 yrs 20 

Horace   900 yrs  

Suetonius (De Vita Caesarum) 75-160 A.D. 950 A.D. 800 yrs 8 

Pliny the Younger (History) 61-113 A.D. 850 A.D. 750 yrs 7 

Homer (Iliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643 

New Testament 40-100 A.D. 125 A.D. 25 yrs. Over 24,000 
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Support for the New Testament from the Church Fathers 

In addition to the New Testament 

manuscripts themselves, we have the 

writings of the Church Fathers, early 

Christian writers who quoted from the New 

Testament. 

To quote extensively from books and 

epistles of the New Testament, those books 

and letters must already have been written 

and be in circulation. 

The number of such quotations of the bible 

known from early Christian literature is vast 

– over 36,000 quotes are known from 

before the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. 

Ignatius (70-110 A.D.) quoted from 

Matthew, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, 

Ephesians, Philippians, Galatians, Colossians, 

James, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 

Timothy and 1 Peter. 

Barnabas quoted from the New Testament 

around 70 A.D. 

Hermas quoted from the New Testament 

around 95 A.D.   

Clement of Alexandria, who lived 150-212 

A.D., quoted from all but three books of the 

New Testament. 

Justin Martyr, in 133 A.D., quoted from the 

Gospels, Acts, Revelation and both Pauline 

and the other epistles. 

―We can already say emphatically that there is no longer 

any solid basis for dating any book of the New 

Testament after about 80 A.D., two full generations 

before the date between 130 and 150 given by the more 

radical New Testament critics of today.‖  

  ~ Joshua McDowell 

 

How Does Archeology Validate the New Testament? 

Even a superficial look at recent 

archeological discoveries have confirmed the 

historical accuracy of the New Testament.  It 

is important to realize, however, that 

archeology will not back up every event and 

place in the New Testament.  Our 

perspective then is for looking at what 

evidence exists and see whether or not it 

corresponds with the New Testament. 

Historical Confirmation of Jesus

The most obvious place for supporting the 

historical existence of Jesus comes from the 

four Gospels and the Epistles.  But for many, 

it comes as a surprise when they discover 

there are other extra-biblical sources which 

also attest that to His historicity. 

JOSEPHUS (37-100 A.D.) 

Jewish historian Josephus 

recorded the history of the 

Jewish people in Palestine 

from 70-100 A.D.  In his work 

Antiquities, he states: 

―Now there was about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it 

be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 

wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the 

truth with pleasure.  He drew over to him both many of 

the Jews and many of the gentiles.  He was the Christ 

and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men 

amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that 

loved him at the first did not forsake him.  For he 

appeared alive again the third day, as the divine 

prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other 

wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of 

Christians, so named from him, are not extinct to this 

day.‖ 
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Here we find Josephus confirming the facts 

that Jesus did do many great miracles, drew 

a following, was crucified and was 

proclaimed alive on the third day. 

TACITUS 

One of the most important 

Roman historians is Tacitus.  

In 115 A.D. he recorded 

Nero‘s persecution of the 

Christians, in the process of which he wrote 

the following: 

―Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered 

the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the 

hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a 

most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the 

moment, again broke out not only in Judea…but even 

in Rome.‖   

There are indeed over 39 extra-biblical 

sources that attest to over one hundred facts 

regarding the life and teachings of Jesus. 

 

 

Accuracy of the Gospels 

Archeology also plays an important role in 

attesting to the accuracy of the Gospels. 

CAPERNAUM, BETHSAIDA AND 

CHORAZIN 

In these three cities, Jesus performed many 

miracles, but despite this testimony, these 

cities rejected 

Him and were 

therefore cursed. 

20Then Jesus 

began to 

denounce the 

cities in which 

most of his 

miracles had been 

performed, 

because they did 

not repent. 21"Woe 

to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles 

that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre 

and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 

sackcloth and ashes. 22But I tell you, it will be more 

bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment 

than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted 

up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths. If 

the miracles that were performed in you had been 

performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this 

day. 24But I tell you that it will be more bearable for 

Sodom on the day of judgment than for you." 

 Matthew 11:20-24 

These cities eventually disappeared from 

history and their locations have been missing 

for centuries.  Their demise fulfills the 

prophetic condemnation of Jesus.  Only 

recently has archeology recovered their 

possible locations. 

GOSPEL OF JOHN 

John‘s accuracy has also been attested to by 

recent discoveries.  In John 5:1-15, Jesus 

heals a man at the Pool of Bethesda.  John 

describes the pool as having five porticoes.  

Forty feet underground, 

archeologists discovered 

a pool with five 

porticoes in 1888, and 

the description of the 

surrounding area matches John‘s description. 

Figure 5 – Left is Capernaum, Center is Bethsaida, Right is Chorazin 
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In John 9:7, he mentions 

another long disputed site, 

the Pool of Siloam.  This 

pool was also discovered 

in 1897, upholding the 

accuracy of John. 

PONTIUS PILATE 

Evidence for Pontius Pilate, the governor 

who presided over the trial of Jesus, was 

discovered in Caesarea Maritama. 

In 1961 a fragment of a plaque that was used 

as a section of steps leading to the Caesarea 

Theater was discovered.  The inscription, 

written in Latin, contained the 

phrase, ―Pontius Pilatus, 

Prefect of Judea has dedicated 

to the people of Caesarea a 

temple in honor of Tiberius.‖ 

This temple is dedicated to the Emperor 

Tiberius who reigned from 14-37 A.D.  This 

fits well chronologically with the New 

Testament which records that Pilate ruled as 

procurator from 26-36 A.D. 

Gospel of Luke and Acts 

At one time, scholars did not view Luke‘s 

historical accounts in his Gospel and Acts as 

accurate.  There appeared to be no evidence 

for several cities, persons and locations that 

he named in his works.  Archeological 

advances have now revealed that Luke was 

a very accurate historian. 

Lysanius 

In Luke‘s announcement of Jesus‘ public 

ministry (Luke 3:1), he mentions, ―Lysanius 

tetrarch of Abilene.‖  Scholars questioned 

Luke‘s credibility since the only Lysanius 

known for centuries was a ruler of Chalcis 

who ruled from 40-36 B.C. 

However, an inscription dating to the time 

of Tiberius, who ruled from 14-37 A.D., was 

found recording a temple dedication which 

names Lysanius as the ―tetrarch of Abila‖ 

near Damascus.  This matches well with 

Luke‘s account. 

Gallio 

In Acts 18:12-17, Paul was brought before 

Gallio, the proconsul of Achaea.  Once again 

archeology confirms this account.  At Delphi 

an inscription of a letter from Emperor 

Claudius was discovered.  In it he states, 

―Lucius Junios Gallio, my friend, and the 

proconsul of Achaia.‖   

Historians date the inscription to 52 A.D. 

which corresponds to the time of the 

apostle‘s stay (51 A.D.). 

Erastus 

In Acts 19:22 and Romans 16:23, Erastus, a 

co-worker of Paul, is named the Corinthian 

city treasurer.  Archeologists excavating a 

Corinthian theater discovered an inscription 

which read, ―Erastus in return for his 

aedilship (Corinthian treasurer) laid the 

pavement at his own expense.‖  The 

pavement was laid in 50 A.D.   

Plubius 

In Acts 28:7, Luke gives Plubius, the chief 

man on the island of Malta, the title, ―first 

man of the island.‖  Scholars questioned this 

strange title and deemed it unhistorical.  

Inscriptions have recently been discovered 

on the island that indeed gives Plubius the 

title of ―first man.‖ 

In all, Luke names thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities, 

and nine islands without error. For Acts the confirmation 

of historicity is overwhelming…Any attempt to reject its 

basic historicity must now appear absurd.  Roman 

historians have long taken it for granted.  

  ~ A. N. Sherwin-White
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Final Thoughts 

Once you take into account all the material 

we‘ve covered in this session, you can see 

that the common belief that the New 

Testament is full of mistakes, making it 

untrustworthy, is not true. 

The New Testament was immediately 

embraced by the early church, the text is 

supported by tens of thousands of copies, 

and it has been validated by archeology time 

and time again. 

Knowing this, it then becomes our 

responsibility of taking note of what it says 

to us personally.  Not merely participating  

in an exercise of gaining more knowledge 

about it, but our response should be a closer 

examination of the New Testament; one 

where the study of God‘s Word is meant to 

change our lives in a profound and 

meaningful way.

Small Group Discussion:  

1. Why was it important for the Church to 

form the New Testament Canon? 

 

 

2. Why do think there are so many New 

Testament manuscripts? 

 

 

3. Why do you think the Church waited so 

long to begin recording the New 

Testament? 

 

 

4. Do you think most people you know 

realize how much proof exists to 

validate the Bible?  

 

 

5. How might this information enable you 

to become bolder in your testimony and 

belief about God and the Bible? 

 

 

6. Read Hebrews 4:12. What does this 

passage teach you about the Word of 

God? 
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Daily Bible Reading Week #3 

1. Psalm 119:113-120 

2. Psalm 119:121-136 

3. Psalm 119:137-144 

4. Psalm 119:145-152 

5. Psalm 119:153-160 

6. Psalm 119:161-168 

7. Psalm 119:169-176 
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Is there only one way to God? 

Tolerance! That has become a common plea 

in the world today. Of course as Christians, 

Jesus has called us to be peacemakers and to 

live a life of love. Yet Jesus Himself was 

considered a rebel and a heretic. He was 

accused of blasphemy by proclaiming 

Himself as the Son of God and the Messiah. 

  

Even today we face opposition, not so much 

from religious leaders as much as those who 

just believe that we all can choose our own 

path. The idea that there is only one way to 

heaven or to God is ridiculous for most 

people to consider. In fact it is considered by 

the world to be arrogant to assume that we 

have discovered the only right answer. So 

the result is that claiming the name of Jesus 

as the only way to God, to heaven, or to 

salvation is narrow minded and intolerant 

and brings out anger in people.  

 

Survey Report: 

  

A rather startling survey report came out in 

2009. Conducted by the Pew Research 

Center survey, the survey found that the 

majority of Christians don‘t believe Jesus is 

the only way. Specifically, it said that 70% 

believe there is more than one way to 

eternal life, i.e., salvation, which included 

57% of evangelicals, 79% Catholics, and 

83% mainline Protestants.  

 

By virtually the same percentages the survey 

also reported that Christians are far less 

dogmatic about interpreting basic beliefs 

than official church teaching is. Only 

majorities among Mormons and Jehovah‘s 

Witnesses continue to hold on to 

supremacist and dogmatic Christianity. As 

the authors of the report commented, ―Most 

people will be surprised that a majority of 

adherents in nearly all religious traditions, 

including a majority of evangelical 

Protestants, say that there isn‘t just one way 

to salvation or to interpret the teachings of 

their own faith.‖ 

 

As this survey shows, too many Christians 

have been convinced of the argument that it 

is intolerant or arrogant to assume there is 

only one way to God. If those who know 

Jesus are accepting of other ways to God, 

and the world certainly is, wouldn‘t it be 

best if we all do the same? Maybe we could 

live in peace? 

 

So should we continue to proclaim this 

message we call Truth or do we need to 

back off and be quiet? Before we 

answer that question we really 

have to ask ourselves, ―is there 

really only one way to God?‖  

 

What a question that is! Of course the 

correct answer comes from the Bible which 

we have validated in the previous lessons.   

 

So in Acts 4:8-12 when Peter and John were 

questioned on their message, Peter was filled 

with the Holy Spirit and he spoke up in 

boldness and clarity saying, ―It is by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 

you crucified but whom God raised from the 

dead, that this man stands before you 

healed. He is ‗the stone the builders rejected, 

which has become the capstone.‘ Salvation is 

found in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given to men by which 

we must be saved.‖  

 

So according to the disciples, the only way 

to God is through Jesus. But are they right? 

Many would claim that Jesus himself never 
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made such claims about himself. But the real 

fact is that Jesus made that message clear. To 

His disciples in response to the question of 

how to get to heaven with God in John 14:6 

He said, ―I am the way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.‖ That is pretty bold! 

 

So what do we do? Do we continue to 

proclaim this message we call Truth? And if 

so, how? The answer is absolutely with 

boldness but in gentleness and respect! We 

need to be prepared to give and answer for 

the hope we have! 

1 Peter 3:15 says, “But in your hearts set 

apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

What is the difference between Christians 

and all others who believe in God? 

This world could be divided into two types 

of people. Those who believe in a god or 

even multiple gods and those who do not 

believe god exists at all.  

 

Of course in our area of the world there are 

many who claim to not believe in any god 

and therefore they would argue that any 

belief is futile.  

 

But other people throughout the world, and 

some in our area do believe in a god but 

they reject the idea that the only way to 

God is through Jesus.  

 

If I can take the liberty of simplifying 

religious beliefs (dangerous I know) then 

there are really only two types of religions. 

Those who believe in a god and must spend 

their lives working to please him. These 

people try to perform religious acts or good 

works to make up for their mistakes and 

hope for the best. I call that a ―works based 

religion‖.  

Every other major world religion that I 

know of, regardless of religious name – the 

god they worship – their founder – or the 

age of the religion - falls into the category of 

―works based religion‖. In other words they 

are trying to find a way to please their god.  

 

The other type of religion is those who 

believe in God and know that it is only by 

God‘s love and the outpouring of His grace 

that they can have saved or to say it another 

way, be brought into a restored relationship 

with God. I will call that ―grace based 

religion‖. That is where we as Christians 

should land. Christianity alone acknowledges 

that ―it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith, and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by 

works so that no one can boast.‖ Ephesians 

2:8-9.  

But still, even among Christians, it is not 

unheard of to find people who believe in 

Jesus and yet have fallen into the trap of 

somehow thinking they have to earn their 

way to heaven. So let‘s look at that concept 

a moment.  

 

What does God expect from me? 

So what does it take to get to heaven? What 

is the price? What does God expect from 

me? Well first there are those 10 

commandments. The Bible says we are to 

follow them in complete obedience. 

(Deuteronomy 4:1-2) 

 

Some would argue that they have succeeded 

in keeping the Ten Commandments, but is 
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that really true? 1 John 1:8 says, ―If we claim 

to be without sin we deceive ourselves and 

the truth is not in us.‖  

 

So to be honest a moment, I think I have 

succeeded in breaking them all. I‘m glad that 

passage goes on to say in verse 9, ―but if we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 

will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.‖ 

 

Let‘s look at those commandments for a 

moment. 1
st
 commandment, have no other 

gods before me. How many of us have 

fallen into the trap of worshiping money? 

Or maybe a person? Sure maybe you don‘t 

worship Buddha or Mohammad or Jim 

Jones but have you ever placed someone on 

a pedestal and forgot about God in the 

process? What about your music idol. Or 

your favorite actor. Your children or 

grandchildren? Your Pastor? I‘m just saying 

our God is a jealous God. He wrote these 

commandments, I didn‘t.  

 

The 2
nd

 says not to make an idol. But we do 

that all the time. Men, every fall when 

football season begins we begin to make our 

idols and we paint our faces and build our 

alters in the form of stadiums to the god of 

sports. The 3
rd
 says not to use the name of 

the LORD in vain. If you have ever driven in 

California chances are you violated that 

command.  

 

The 4
th
 says to remember the Sabbath and 

keep it holy. I am not aware of any of us 

who honor God in such a way. The 5
th
 is to 

honor our father and mother and if no other 

command was listed I think all of us 

dropped the ball on this one time or 

another.  

 

Then the 6
th
 finally gets to the point of 

murder, and I haven‘t murdered. But then 

Jesus comes along and teaches, ―You have 

heard that is was said to the people long 

ago, ‗do not murder‘ and anyone who 

murders will be subject to judgment. But I 

tell you that anyone who is angry with his 

brother will be subject to judgment.‖ 

Matthew 5:21-22. 

 

Then Jesus comes right back and makes me 

fall on commandment #7 as well when he 

says, ―You have heard it said, ‗do not 

commit adultery‘ but I tell you that anyone 

who looks at a woman lustfully has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.‖ 

Matthew 5:27-28.   

 

Do we need to go on? #8, Don‘t Steal (cheat 

on your taxes – fail to pay for your drink 

refill - pay child‘s price for admission…). #9, 

Don‘t Lie (OK even white ones? Aren‘t we 

all guilty at some point?). #10, Don‘t Covet 

(that means I can‘t want what others have).  

 

At the end of this list without even going 

past the Ten Commandments we clearly see 
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Why do you think most people reject Jesus? 
a) They fear the Truth 
b) They feel excluded as non-Christians 
c) They feel manipulated by religion 
d) They sense hypocrisy among Christians 
e) They have accepted a lie 

that we have failed. James 2:10 says, 

―Whoever keeps the whole law yet stumbles 

at just one point is guilty of breaking all of 

it.‖ And Jesus said the expectation is that we 

are to ―be perfect as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.‖ Matthew 5:48.  

 

The meaning for sin is to miss the mark. We 

have missed the mark on being perfect like 

our heavenly Father. In fact the Bible teaches 

that ―all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.‖ Romans 3:23. But Romans 3 

goes on to say in verse 24 that we have 

been ―justified freely by His grace through 

the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.‖  

 

So we are all in the same boat, we are 

sinners in need of grace. By God‘s grace, we 

have been justified freely. His grace restores 

peace with God (Romans 5:1). Salvation is 

found in no other name than the name of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

If I can‘t buy my salvation myself (by works) 

then someone has to pay the price for me. 

In the history of mankind only one person, 

the person of Jesus Christ has paid that price.  

 

When Jesus went to the cross, he took with 

him the sin of the world. My sins and yours. 

He took my past, present, and future sins 

and He paid the price for them. God‘s wrath 

was satisfied in Jesus‘ sacrifice. He made 

atonement for our sins on the cross and we 

bear the punishment no more. 1 John 2:2 

says that ―He is the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins, and not only ours but also for the sins 

of the whole world.‖   

 

So back to the original question, is there 

only one way to God? Yes! But we don‘t 

hold exclusive rights to the way. The way 

has been made for ―all‖ people. Did you get 

those words in 1 John 2:2, ―the sins of the 

whole world‖.  

 

So why are we so bold as to proclaim that 

we found the only way to God? Because 

more than any other message in the world, 

we have the right answer to the most 

important question to mankind and it isn‘t 

something we can keep to ourselves.  

 

This gift of salvation through faith in Jesus 

Christ is a free gift to all who would believe. 

Sin has tremendous consequences. That is a 

subject I will address later in this study. The 

Bible says, ―The wages of sin is death, but 

the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.‖ Romans 6:23. Jesus said, ―God so 

loved the world, that He gave His one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 

not perish but have eternal life.‖ John 3:16  

 

 Do you believe this message?  

 

 Do you believe Jesus is the only way to 

the Father?  

 

 Have you accepted that message in faith?  

 

If you answered yes, then you are a 

Christian and you have a responsibility to 

spread the good news to the world.  

 

Before He ascended to heaven Jesus said, 

―Go into all the world and preach the good 

news to all creation. Whoever believes and 

is baptized will be saved.‖ Mark 16:15-16
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An analogy of why it is through grace, not 

works that we need to be saved!  

Imagine that you were entered into a special 

long jumping competition in Arizona against 

three other people. The winner would 

receive a million dollars a year for the rest of 

their lives.  

 

If that were the case you would likely begin 

to work out as much as you could and 

prepare for the event hoping you had a 

chance to win. 

 

The day of the event you get there and you 

find out about the other three contestants. 

The first is an older woman confined to a 

wheel chair. The second is a two year old 

little boy. Surprised, you realize now you 

have a very good chance. But then you find 

out about the third contestant, an Olympic 

Gold Medalist Long Jumping Champion.  

 

As this point the odds are stacked against 

you and it would seem almost impossible to 

win. But you have come this far so you 

decide you will work as hard as you can and 

hope for the best. Maybe he will trip up or 

stumble on something and you get lucky?  

 

You get out on the course and to your 

surprise, the starting point of the jump is up 

against the Grand Canyon and the crowd 

and jump measure markers are on the other 

side of the canyon miles away. Your only 

way to finish is to jump over the canyon.  

 

No longer are you concerned about the 

competition of the old woman, the child or 

even the Olympic Champion. Now the 

problem is the canyon. You and the three 

other contestants all realize that it is 

absolutely impossible to jump that far. 

Continuing in the 

competition is hopeless, not 

to mention fatal. You may 

as well give up.  

 

That is precisely why we need Jesus. We 

have all entered into a competition we call 

life and we seek a reward we call eternal life 

in heaven. 

 

But the problem is sin has created this 

barrier, like a canyon on the course of life, 

that unless we find a way to jump long 

enough and high enough we can‘t make it to 

the other side. The truth is no one can make 

it. Not even the best of us; Mother Teresa, 

Martin Luther King, The Apostle Peter, 

Abraham Lincoln, Pastor Tim… none of us 

have the ability to jump that far.  

 

Our only hope then is another way. The 

Cross of Christ has provided us with a bridge 

to God. Jesus has made the way for us to 

come to the Father (John 14:6). We have 

been saved by grace, not by works, so that 

no one can boast. It is no longer about our 

ability to perform. It is not about our 

qualifications. The bridge doesn‘t just get 

used by the best people but rather it serves 

as a way to God for anyone who chooses to 

cross over on it.  Anyone who chooses this 

way wins. That is the message of the cross.   

 

On the following page, you will find an 

illustration I have included from Billy 

Graham‘s classic ―Steps to Peace with God‖ 

which rightly show us why we need Jesus 

and gives more biblical reinforcement for 

this truth that Jesus is the only way to God.  

You may find this illustration useful in 

explaining why we need the cross and the 

amazing grace it represents.    
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Steps to Peace with God 
 

Step One 
God's Purpose: Peace and Life  
 

God loves you and wants you to experience peace and life--
abundant and eternal.  
 

The Bible says...  
"We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Romans 5:1  
 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." John 3:16  
 

"I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it 
more abundantly." John 10:10  
 

Why don't most people have this peace and abundant life that 
God planned for us to have? 

Step Two 
The Problem: Our Separation  
 

God created us in His own image to have an abundant life. He did 
not make us as robots to automatically love and obey Him. God 
gave us a will and a freedom of choice.  
 

We chose to disobey God and go our own willful way. We still 
make this choice today. This results in separation from God.  
 

The Bible says...  
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Romans 
3:23  
 

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." Romans 6:23  
 

Our Attempts to Reach God  
People have tried in many ways to bridge this gap between 
themselves and God...  

The Bible says...  
"There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads 
to death." Proverbs 14:12  
 

"But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins 
have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear." Isaiah 
59:2  
 

No bridge reaches God...except one. 
 

Step Three 
God's Bridge: The Cross  

 
Jesus Christ died on the Cross and rose from the grave. He paid 
the penalty for our sin and bridged the gap between God and 
people.  
 

The Bible says...  
"For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Jesus Christ." 1 Timothy 2:5  
 

"For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God." 1 Peter 3:18  

"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us." Romans 5:8  
 

God has provided the only way. Each person must make a 
choice. 
   

Step Four 
Our Response: Receive Christ  
 

We must trust Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and receive Him 
by personal invitation.  
 

The Bible says...  
"Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he 
with me." Revelation 3:20  
 

"Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God." John 1:12  
 

"That if you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved." Romans 10:9  
 

Will you receive Jesus Christ right now?  
Here is how you can receive Christ:  
1.Admit your need (I am a sinner).  
2.Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).  
3.Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose 
from the grave.  
4.Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your 
life through the Holy Spirit. (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)  
 

How to Pray:  
Dear Lord Jesus,  
I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe 
that You died for my sins. I want to turn from my sins. I now invite 
You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You 
as Lord and Savior. In Jesus' name. Amen.  
 

God's Assurance: His Word  
"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
Romans 10:13   
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Grace Tells Another Story  
They say don't waste your time. You simply cannot find  

an ounce of good within the heart of man. 

They say we've got to lay in the bed we've made  

and live this life without a second chance.  

But I'm inclined to say there must be something more. 
 

We've been told that the heart is just too far gone to save  

but grace tells us another story. 

Where glory sends hopelessness away  

oh grace tells us another story. 

 

They say we cannot change there is no other way  

get used to it cause this is all there is.  

They say don't raise your voice cause we don't have a choice 

we're dealt this hand so learn to live with it. 

Well I have to believe there must something more.  
 

And though we may not understand why You'd give us 

another chance, we praise You who lets us start again! 



  

 

Final Thoughts 

The truth is, throughout Biblical times and 

leading up to the present history, the world 

has been filled with religious conflict against 

God‘s people. The world has been ravaged 

by fighting over religious beliefs still today. 

Many in our world would like to see 

religion go away with hopes that fighting 

would go with it. But the truth is as we have 

seen, we live in a fallen world and we have 

been called to fight for the name of Jesus.  

We are not so much called to fight for our 

rights as Christians as we are called to fight 

for life of those who do not believe, that 

they too may have life to its full. Bringing 

life to those who do not believe is not 

something you and I can do, this is the 

powerful work of the Holy Spirit alone but 

you and I have been called to proclaim the 

message and to be prepared to give and 

answer for our hope with gentleness and 

respect!  

Small Group Discussion:  

1. Do you believe there is only one way to God? (Be honest, this question is important) 

 

 

2. What is your response to the survey report that 70% of Christians don‘t believe in Jesus 

being the only way to God? Why do you think so many take that stand? 

 

 

3. Read aloud and discuss the following quotes:  
a. ―All major religions are equally valid, produce much wisdom and happiness, and 

teach basically teach the same thing.‖ 
b. ―Lots of good intelligent people differ with the Christian viewpoint, so it is 

arrogant to claim that Christian beliefs are the only true ones. 
 

4. If someone challenged you with the question, why do you believe that Jesus is the only way 

to God, how would you answer? 

 

 

5. Why do you think God would provide only one way to bring people to himself? Doesn‘t it 

make sense that a loving God would give us multiple choices? 

 

 

6. Read Matthew 7:13-14 together. How would most non-believers respond to that message? 

How do you respond to it? 

Daily Bible Reading Week #4 (The Roman Road) 

1. Romans 1:16 (Power of the Gospel will save) 

2. Romans 2:4 (God‘s kindness leads us to repentance) 

3. Romans 3:23(We are all guilty of sin) 

4. Romans 5:8 (God loves us anyway) 

5. Romans 6:23 (Sin earns death but God offers the gift of life) 

6. Romans 10:9-10, 13 (Confessing and believing in Jesus brings us to salvation)  

7. Romans 8:16-17, 38-39 (God keeps and protects us as His children forever) 
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Why does God allow suffering? 

In my experience as a Christian trying to 

reach people with the love of Jesus, the 

hardest stumbling block for a non-believer is 

this question, "why would a loving God 

allow suffering?" 

This is one of the most difficult questions for 

me to answer. During this lesson, I hope to 

put into perspective why suffering comes 

into our lives and how God is in control and 

at work even in the midst of suffering.  

The ―problem of pain,‖ 

as the well-known 

Christian scholar, C.S. 

Lewis, once called it, is 

atheism's most potent 

weapon against the 

Christian faith.  

All true science and 

history, if rightly 

understood, support the fact of God. This 

evidence is so strong that, as the Bible says: 

―The fool says in his heart, there is no God.‖ 

Psalm 14:1.  

Most atheists, therefore, without any 

objective evidence on which to base their 

faith in ―no God‖, must resort finally to 

philosophical objections. And this problem 

of suffering is the greatest of these. 

That is, they say, how can a God of love 

permit such things in His world as war, 

sickness, pain, and death, especially when 

their effects often are felt most keenly by 

those who are apparently innocent?  

Either He is not a God of love and is 

indifferent to human suffering, or else He is 

not a God of power and is therefore helpless 

to do anything about it.  

In either case, the Biblical God who is 

supposedly one of both absolute power and 

perfect love becomes an unacceptable idea.  

This is a real difficulty, but atheism is 

certainly not the answer, and neither is 

agnosticism. While there is much evil in the 

world, there is even more that is good. This 

is proved by the mere fact that people 

normally try to hang on to life as long as 

they can. Furthermore, everyone 

instinctively recognizes that ―good‖ is a 

higher order of truth than ―bad‖.  

We need also to recognize that our very 

minds were created by God. We can only 

use these minds to the extent that He allows, 

and it is, therefore, utterly presumptuous for 

us to use them to question Him and His 

motives.  

First – Establish in your mind that you‘re not 

God, but He is! 

 ―But who are you, O man to talk back to 

God? Should what is formed say to him who 

formed it, why did you make me like this?‖ 

Romans 9:20. 

―For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways.‘ declares the 

LORD.‖ Isaiah 55:8 

―Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom 

and
 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing 

out! Who has known the mind of the Lord? 

Or who has been his counselor? Who has 

ever given to God, that God should repay 

them? For from him and through him and 
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for him are all things. To him be the glory 

forever! Amen.‖ Romans 11:33-36 

―Will not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?‖ Genesis 18:25. 

We ourselves do not establish the standards 

of what is right. Only the Creator of all 

reality can do that. We need to settle it, in 

our minds and hearts, whether we 

understand it or not, that whatever God 

does is, by definition, right. 

Having settled this by faith, we are then free 

to seek for ways in which we can profit 

spiritually from the sufferings in life as well 

as the blessings. As we consider such matters, 

it is helpful to keep the following great truth 

continually in our mind.  

We live in a broken world 

There was a time on this earth when 

suffering and sorrow did not exist. When 

God first created man upon the earth, 

everything was perfect. There was no 

sickness, no pain, no sorrow of any kind. It 

was God's plan for man to live in peace and 

harmony never having to experience 

sorrow. According to Genesis chapter three, 

it wasn't until through free will, that man 

chose the way of Satan, rather than the way 

of God, that sorrow entered the world. Man 

sins against God in Genesis 3:6-7, and God 

reveals to Adam and Eve the consequences 

of sin in Genesis 3:16-19. God told Adam 

and Eve that they would now experience 

sorrow and death.  

Therefore, the suffering and sorrow that you 

and I face today is not the work of an unjust 

God; it's the consequences of sin. We suffer 

because we are sinners. Romans 6:23 says, 

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of 

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord." 

Why sickness? 

The issue of sickness is always a difficult one 

to deal with. The key is remembering that 

God's ways are higher than our ways (Isaiah 

55:9). When we are suffering with a 

sickness, disease, or injury, we usually focus 

solely on our own suffering. In the midst of 

a trial of sickness, it is very difficult to focus 

on what good God might bring about as a 

result.  

 “For we know that all things work together 

for good to them that love God, to them who 

are called according to His purpose”  

Romans 8:28. 

Romans 8:28 reminds us that God can bring 

about good from any situation. Many 

people look back on times of sickness as 

times when they grew closer to God, 

learned to trust Him more, and/or learned 

how to truly value life. Just ask Tim, or 

Greg, or Hiram. This is the perspective God 

has because He is sovereign and knows the 

end result. 

 

This does not mean sickness is always from 

God or that God always inflicts us with 

sickness to teach us a spiritual lesson. In a 

world tainted by sin, sickness, disease, and 

death will always be with us. We are fallen 

beings, with physical bodies prone to disease 

and illness. Some sickness is simply a result of 

the natural course of things in this world. 

Sickness can also be the result of a demonic 

attack. The Bible describes several instances 

when physical suffering was caused by Satan 

and his demons (Matthew 17:14-18; Luke 

13:10-16). So, some sickness is not from God, 

but from Satan. Even in these instances, God 

is still in control. God sometimes allows sin 

and/or Satan to cause physical suffering. 
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Even when sickness is not directly from God, 

He will still use it according to His perfect 

will. God is still able to heal. 

 

It is undeniable, though, that God sometimes 

intentionally allows, or even causes sickness 

to accomplish His sovereign purposes. While 

sickness is not directly addressed in the 

passage, Hebrews 12:5-11 describes God 

disciplining us to "produce a harvest of 

righteousness" (verse 11). Sickness can be a 

means of God's loving discipline. It is difficult 

for us to comprehend why God would work 

in this manner. But, believing in the 

sovereignty of God, there is no other option 

than suffering being something God allows 

and/or causes.  

 

A clear example of this in Scripture is found 

is Psalm 119. Notice the progression through 

verses 67, 71, and 75 - "Before I was afflicted 

I went astray, but now I obey your word...It 

was good for me to be afflicted so that I 

might learn your decrees...I know, O LORD, 

that your laws are righteous, and in 

faithfulness you have afflicted me." The 

author of Psalm 119 was looking at suffering 

from God's perspective. It was good for him 

to be afflicted. It was faithfulness that caused 

God to afflict him. The result of the affliction 

was so that he could learn God's decrees and 

obey His Word. Repentance can lead to real 

healing. James 5:16 says, ―confess your sins 

to each other and pray for each other so 

that you may be healed.‖   

 

Sickness and suffering is never an easy thing 

to deal with. One thing is for sure, sickness 

should not cause us to lose faith in God. 

God is good, even when we are suffering. 

Even the ultimate of suffering—death—is an 

act of God's goodness. It is hard to imagine 

that anyone who is in Heaven as a result of 

sickness or suffering regrets what they went 

through in this life. 

 

And in the midst of sickness God can 

demonstrate His healing power and amazing 

grace in ways that brings Him glory.  

 

In John chapter 9 (read the story) Jesus is 

questioned why a man was born blind. Was 

it his sin or the sin of his parents? Although it 

is a God given fact that the consequence of 

sin can cause illness, in this case Jesus says, ‗it 

is not because of sin that this man was born 

blind but rather, so that the work of God 

might be displayed in his life.‖ (John 9:3) 

Jesus heals the man who later 

testified about Him, believes in 

Him and worships Him. 

 

Suffering of the unsaved 

The sufferings of unsaved men are often 

used by the Holy Spirit to cause them to 

realize their need of salvation and to turn to 

Christ in repentance through faith.  

 

Many people in the desperate hours of 

suffering have fallen to their knees in prayer 

finally surrendering to God to experience 

forgiveness and healing that has forever 

changed their lives. If that isn‘t a good 

enough reason for suffering, nothing is.  

Suffering of Christians 

The sufferings of Christians should always be 

the means of developing a stronger 

dependence on God and a more Christ-like 

character. 

―Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing of 

your faith produces perseverance. Let 
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perseverance finish its work so that you may 

be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything.‖ James 1:2-4 

 ―We also glory in our sufferings, because we 

know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. And hope does not put us to shame, 

because God‘s love has been poured out 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 

has been given to us.‖ Romans 5:3-5 

―Endure hardship as discipline; God is 

treating you as his children. For what 

children are not disciplined by their father?  

If you are not disciplined—and everyone 

undergoes discipline—then you are not 

legitimate, not true sons and daughters at 

all. Moreover, we have all had human 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected 

them for it. How much more should we 

submit to the Father of spirits and live! They 

disciplined us for a little while as they 

thought best; but God disciplines us for our 

good, in order that we may share in his 

holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the 

time, but painful. Later on, however, it 

produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by 

it.‖ Hebrews 12:7-11 

Thus, God is loving and merciful even when 

He allows trials and sufferings to come in 

our lives. And He is at work in our lives! 

―For we know that all things work together 

for good to them that love God, to them 

who are called according to His purpose‖ 

Romans 8:28. 

How God wants to use your suffering 

God has a plan for your life. What you have 

suffered was for a purpose and is part of 

God‘s plan not only for your life but for you 

to minister to the life of others.  

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 says, ―Praise be to the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of compassion and the God of all 

comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, 

so that we can comfort those in any trouble 

with the comfort we ourselves receive from 

God. For just as we share abundantly in the 

sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort 

abounds through Christ. If we are distressed, 

it is for your comfort and salvation; if we 

are comforted, it is for your comfort, which 

produces in you patient endurance of the 

same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for 

you is firm, because we know that just as 

you share in our sufferings, so also you share 

in our comfort.‖  

 

Joni Eareckson Tada is the Founder and 

President of Joni & Friends and a 

quadriplegic for over forty years. In a recent 

interview by Time Magazine Joni explains 

why God allows suffering.  She said, ―If I had 

been granted a miraculous physical healing 

back when I was 17, I know I wouldn't be in 

a ministry serving other people with 

disabilities around the world.‖  

Joni‘s ministry began in 1979 at Joni‘s house 

as she and her friends responded to the 

many questions and needs pouring in from 

families affected by disability who had heard 

of Joni‘s story. From the beginning the 

ministry devoted their energies to 

developing Christ-centered programs and 

services which would help meet the spiritual 

and practical needs of disabled people and 

their families, including Family Retreats, the 

distribution of wheelchairs and Bibles 

worldwide to people affected by disability, 

and training churches in disability ministries.   
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Nick Vujicic‘s Story 

Imagine being born without arms. No arms to 

wrap around a friend; no hands to hold the ones 

you love; no fingers to experience touch; no way 

to lift or carry things. How much more difficult 

would life be if you were living without arms 

and hands? Or what about legs? Imagine if 

instead of no arms, you had no legs. No ability 

to dance, walk, run, or even stand. Now put 

both of those scenarios together… no arms and 

no legs. What would you do? How would that 

affect your everyday life? 

  

―If just one more person finds eternal life in Jesus 

Christ….it is all worth it‖. 

  

Meet Nick Vujicic, pronounced ‗Vooy-cheech‘. 

Born in 1982 in 

Brisbane, 

Australia, 

without any 

medical 

explanation or 

warning, 

Nicholas Vujicic 

came into the world with neither arms nor legs. 

Imagine the shock his parents felt when they saw 

their first-born brand new baby boy for the first 

time, only to find he was what the world would 

consider imperfect and abnormal. A limbless son 

was not what nurse Dushka Vujicic, and her 

husband Pastor Boris Vujicic had been expecting. 

How would their son live a normal happy life? 

What could he ever do or become when living 

with such a massive disability? Little did they or 

anyone else know that this beautiful limbless 

baby would one day be someone who would 

inspire and motivate people from all walks of 

life. God uses Nick to touch lives and bring the 

hope of Jesus Christ to people across the globe. 

  

Throughout his childhood, Nick dealt not only 

with the typical challenges of school and 

adolescence such as bullying and self-esteem 

issues; but also struggled with depression and 

loneliness.  He constantly questioned why he was 

different than all the other kids surrounding him; 

why he was the one born without arms and legs. 

He wondered what the purpose behind his life 

was, or if he even had a purpose. According to 

Nick, the victory over his struggles throughout 

his journey, as well as the strength and passion 

he has for life can be credited to his faith in God. 

His family, friends and the many people he has 

encountered along the way have also 

encouraged him. 

  

After school, Nick went on with further study 

and obtained a double Bachelor‘s degree, 

majoring in Accounting and Financial Planning 

from Griffith University in Logan, Australia. By 

the age of 19, Nick started to fulfill his dream of 

being able to encourage other people and bring 

them the gospel of Jesus through motivational 

speaking and sharing his testimony about how 

God changed his life and gave him a future and a 

hope. ―I found the purpose of my existence, and 

also the purpose of my circumstance. There‘s a 

purpose for why you‘re in the fire.‖ Nick 

wholeheartedly believes that there is a purpose 

in each of the struggles we each encounter in our 

lives, and that our attitude towards those 

struggles, along with our faith and trust in the 

Lord can be the keys to overcoming the 

challenges we face. 

  

Now at 28 years old, this limbless young man 

has accomplished more than most people 

accomplish in a lifetime. Nick recently made the 

massive move from Brisbane, Australia to 

California, USA, where he is the President of an 

international 501c3 non-profit organization; Life 

Without Limbs. Since his first speaking 

engagement back when he was 19, Nick has 

traveled around the world, sharing his story with 

millions of people, speaking to a range of 

different groups such as students, teachers, youth, 

businessmen and women, entrepreneurs, and 

church congregations of all sizes.  He has also 

told his story and been interviewed on various 

televised programs worldwide. ―If God can use a 

man without arms and legs to be His hands and 

feet, then He will certainly use any willing 

heart!‖   
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Tim Keller says a Christian suffers… 
 …for their own sake – to learn who God is. 
 …for the sake of others – that God’s people 

may have courage. 
 …for Christ’s sake – to identify with Christ. 

Final Thoughts 

One day the end of suffering will come! 

The Bible tells us in Revelation 21:4 that 

there is coming a time when all sorrow, 

tears, pain and death will pass away. There's 

coming a wonderful day when God will 

wipe away all tears from the eyes of His 

children, and our sorrow will end forever. 

 

Until that day, we are called to live life to its 

fullest. Don‘t let suffering stop you from 

glorifying our God. Rather in the midst of 

suffering, rejoice that your name is written in 

the book of life and the best is yet to come.  

 

Let your suffering be for His glory!

 

 

Small Group Discussion:  

 

1. Why do you think people expect that 

God should eliminate suffering from the 

world?  

 

 

2. What do you think the world would be 

like if there were no suffering? 

 

 

3. What has been the most difficult 

suffering you and your family have went 

through? 

 

 

4. Has that experience brought you and 

your family closer in your dependence 

upon God or has it pushed you away? 

 

 

 

5. How have you seen God work good 

through something that from a worldly 

perspective looked bad? 

6. Share a verse you read in regards to this 

week‘s topic that God used to speak to 

you about this subject of suffering?  

 

 

7. Can you think of a biblical story in which 

God used suffering to bring Him glory? 

Share with the group.  

 

 

8. Does suffering make you long for 

eternity in heaven with Jesus? Share your 

thoughts in an act of prayerful worship 

together.

Daily Bible Reading Week #5 

1. Mark 2:1-12 (Jesus is most concerned with the most important healing we need, forgiveness)  

2. Mark 5:120 (Suffering can be caused by evil but victory is in Jesus)  

3. Acts 1:8, 7:54-8:1 (God uses evil and suffering to accomplish His purpose) 

4.  Acts 9:1-31 (God uses suffering to convert and prepare people for His glory) 

5. John 9:1-41 (Suffering is not always because of sin but is always to bring God glory) 

6.  Luke 8:40-56 (Suffering leads us to approach God in prayer through faith in His power and love) 

7. John 11:1-44 (God‘s answer to prayer will sometimes look different than our expectations) 
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Would a loving God send people 

to hell? 

Recently a book called ―Love Wins‖ was 

released by Pastor Rob Bell. In the book, 

Bell addresses one of the most controversial 

issues of faith—the afterlife—arguing, would 

a loving God send people to eternal torment 

forever? Needless to say this book has 

created controversy in the world. In the end, 

Bell only asks questions but doesn‘t 

really answer them. That is for each 

of us to discover only through God‘s 

Word.  

 

Our goal in this lesson is to explore 

the biblical answer to that question, 

―would a loving God send people to hell?‖ 

At the same time we will wrestle with the 

feelings of how that can be possible. ` 

 

Most people accept the idea of a loving and 

forgiving God but cannot accept a God who 

would knowingly send people to hell. Let‘s 

see what the Bible says.  

―
But because of your stubbornness and your 

unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath 

against yourself for the day of God‘s wrath, 

when his righteous judgment will be 

revealed. God ―will repay each person 

according to what they have done.‖ To 

those who by persistence in doing good seek 

glory, honor and immortality, he will give 

eternal life. But for those who are self-

seeking and who reject the truth and follow 

evil, there will be wrath and anger.‖ Romans 

2:5-8 

―There will be a time of distress such as has 

not happened from the beginning of nations 

until then. But at that time your people—

everyone whose name is found written in 

the book—will be delivered. Multitudes 

who sleep in the dust of the earth will 

awake: some to everlasting life, others to 

shame and everlasting contempt.‖ Daniel 

12:1-2 

But what that same Bible says about the 

Lord is, ―He is patient with you, not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.‖ 2 Peter 3:9 

If the Bible is true and God wants us all 

to be saved and He wills that none 

should perish then why do people still 

go to hell? Some people would argue 

that either our God is not really a God 

of love, or else our God is not in control 

and can‘t get what He wants. But the God 

of the Bible is both a God of love (John 

3:16, 1 John 4:16) and a God of Power (Luke 

18:27, Romans 8:31) 

 

These are difficult concepts to get our arms 

around. Rob Bell quoted something very 

profound, "The moment God is figured out 

with nice neat lines and definitions, we are 

no longer dealing with God." The fact is we 

cannot possibly understand all about God. If 

we could, He wouldn‘t be the God of the 

Bible.   

 

What is hell and is it real? 

Jesus spoke of hell several times when he 

taught. (In Matthew alone, 5:22, 29, 30, 

10:28, 18:9, 23:15, 23:33) In those verses he 

referred to Gehenna (Hell), a place of 

punishment, fire and destruction. He also 

spoke of Hades as a place for the dead and 

the god of the lower regions (Matthew 11:23 

and 16:18). It is also mentioned in 

Revelation multiple times. So would Jesus 

have made this up if hell were not real? 

Would He have spoken of it so many times?  
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One of the most convincing teachings that 

heaven and hell is real comes directly from 

Jesus found in Matthew 25:31-46.  

 

 ―When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 

and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. All the nations will be 

gathered before him, and he will separate 

the people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats. He will 

put the sheep on his right and the goats on 

his left. ―Then the King will say to those on 

his right, ‗Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 

prepared for you since the creation of the 

world. For I was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and 

you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 

me, I was in prison and you came to visit 

me.‘ ―Then the righteous will answer him, 

‗Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 

you, or thirsty and give you something to 

drink? When did we see you a stranger and 

invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 

you? When did we see you sick or in prison 

and go to visit you?‘ ―The King will reply, 

‗Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one 

of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.‘ ―Then he will say to 

those on his left, ‗Depart from me, you who 

are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 

the devil and his angels. For I was hungry 

and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I 

was a stranger and you did not invite me in, 

I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, 

I was sick and in prison and you did not 

look after me.‘ ―They also will answer, 

‗Lord, when did we see you hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 

sick or in prison, and did not help you?‘ ―He 

will reply, ‗Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did not do for one of the least of these, you 

did not do for me.‘ ―Then they will go away 

to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 

eternal life.‖  

What does Revelation reveal about Hell? 

10
 And the devil, who deceived them, was 

thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, 

where the beast and the false prophet had 

been thrown. They will be tormented day 

and night forever and ever. 
11
 Then I saw a 

great white throne and him who was seated 

on it. The earth and the heavens fled from 

his presence, and there was no place for 

them. 
12
 And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were 

opened. Another book was opened, which is 

the book of life. The dead were judged 

according to what they had 

done as recorded in the 

books. 
13
 The sea gave up 

the dead that were in it, 

and death and Hades gave up the dead that 

were in them, and each person was judged 

according to what they had done. 
14
 Then 

death and Hades were thrown into the lake 

of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
15
 

Anyone whose name was not found written 

in the book of life was thrown into the lake 

of fire. Revelation 20:10-15 

―If anyone worships the beast and its image 

and receives its mark on their forehead or 

on their hand, 
10
 they, too, will drink the 

wine of God‘s fury, which has been poured 

full strength into the cup of his wrath. They 

will be tormented with burning sulfur in the 

presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 

11
 And the smoke of their torment will rise 

forever and ever. There will be no rest day 
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or night for those who worship the beast 

and its image, or for anyone who receives 

the mark of its name.‖ Revelation 14:9-11 

Is God Just? 

 Think about God‘s judgment upon men in 

the Bible when they disobeyed him and 

went their own way. Look at the flood he 

sent in Genesis 6 yet he saved some through 

Noah. Or look at Sodom and Gomorah in 

Genesis 19 yet he spared Lot and his family. 

Is our God the same God of the Old 

Testament? Yes! He is a just God but in His 

love He makes a way for those who love 

Him.  

 

―And just as people are appointed to die 

once, and then to face judgment.‖ Hebrews 

9:27  

 

 ―God is just: He will pay back trouble to 

those who trouble you and give relief to 

you who are troubled, and to us as well. 

This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 

revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 

powerful angels. He will punish those who 

do not know God and do not obey the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be 

punished with everlasting destruction and 

shut out from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of his might on the day he 

comes to be glorified in his holy people and 

to be marveled at among all those who have 

believed. This includes you, because you 

believed our testimony to you.‖  

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10  

 

Trusting God with the Ones You Love 

Mark Galli is an editor with Christianity Today 

and recently wrote the following article.  

―Questions regarding God's justice will be 

with us always—at least until the kingdom 

comes. We often ponder the fate of those 

who have never heard of Jesus… So how 

will God judge them?  

 

When it comes to such questions—questions 

the Bible does not answer—our only 

recourse is to trust in the God who has 

shown himself to be perfectly merciful and 

perfectly just in Jesus Christ. We are called to 

trust that this God will do what is just, right, 

and good.  

 

This answer has seemed too easy to some. 

One reviewer of my book, ―God Wins‖ 

referred to this type of answer as 

"punting"—by which he inferred that it was 

an easy way out of theological dilemma.  

 

In one sense, the criticism is just, because in 

the book I did not signal what an 

extraordinary thing such faith is. I may have 

given the impression that this sort of faith is 

an easy out, a comforting escape, a way to 

avoid tension and ambiguity. It is anything 

but that. To me, the easy way out of such 

dilemmas is to foreclose the tension. For 

some Christians today, that means positing a 

loving God who would never in a 

millennium condemn such people to hell in 

such an arbitrary fashion. Others say that 

people who have never heard the gospel 

will be judged by their good works, or by 

the lights of their religion. Some speculate 

that upon their death, such people will be 

given knowledge of Jesus and will be able to 

make a decision for Christ then and there. 

 

The problem with each "solution" is that 

each is a sheer fabrication. The Bible—what 

we take to be God's revelation of himself 

and his will—says little or nothing about the 

fate of those who have never heard the 

name of Jesus. But we continue to trust in 
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such solutions because, well, they relieve the 

tension. To me, they are different ways of 

"punting," taking the easy way out. 

 

The hard way, the narrow way, the way 

that demands more than human beings can 

do on their own, is to trust God to do what 

is right and just and good.  

 

We can see this more clearly when we bring 

the issue of God's justice closer to home. You 

have a brother or sister, son or daughter, 

mother or father, husband or wife, or best 

friend who simply refuses to believe in the 

gospel. But their reasons are complex. 

Maybe they were abused by a pastor in their 

youth. Maybe they were raised in a church 

that was oppressively legalistic. Maybe they 

have faced tragedy after tragedy. The point 

is, you understand why they refuse to trust 

in Christ—everything in their life suggests 

that the Christian faith is absurd. And yet in 

many ways, this loved one lives more like a 

Christian than do a lot of people in your 

church. They make lifestyle changes to 

preserve the environment. They volunteer at 

the homeless shelter. They never judge other 

people. They are the nicest people to be 

around. And so forth. 

 

There's the tension: What is God going to do 

with such people, people who literally have 

failed to trust in Christ but whose 

circumstances suggest they may now be 

psychologically incapable of even hearing 

the gospel?  

 

Some revert to the letter of the gospel law: 

Since these people have heard the literal 

words of the gospel and refused to name the 

Name, they are destined for hell. 

 

Others say God will understand their 

circumstances. Surely their lifestyle must 

count for something. And they imagine that 

God will welcome these "unbelievers" into 

his presence when they die. Either way the 

issue is resolved. No more tension. 

 

The really hard thing in such circumstances is 

to appreciate the deep ambiguities evident 

in such situations: that these are people we 

deeply love, that they are sinners like us, 

that they have refused to believe in Christ, 

and that their circumstances seem an unfair 

hurdle for them to jump over to receive 

Christ into their lives. The really hard thing, 

then, is to refuse to judge them as bound for 

hell or heaven. The really hard thing is to 

live with the tension and leave the entire 

matter in the hands of the God who showed 

himself perfectly just and merciful in Jesus.  

 

If anyone out there finds that an easy thing 

to do, put your name ahead of Mother 

Theresa for sainthood nominations. For as 

we've learned from her journal, even 

Mother Theresa found God's ways 

inexplicable at times, so inexplicable that 

they caused her anguish.  

 

God is perfectly just and perfectly merciful, 

and this we must proclaim right in the midst 

of the most awful circumstances and in the 

face of the most mysterious questions. But 

we proclaim it in fear and trembling, with 

nothing to hold on to but faith. We 

proclaim it not because we know exactly 

how God will work out his justice and 

mercy—for this he has steadfastly refused to 

reveal. What he has revealed to us is that he 

is perfectly just and perfectly merciful—as 

demonstrated in the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, God with us!  
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To proclaim trust in God's justice in mercy in 

the face of life's tragedies and dilemmas is 

not punting, it's going for it on fourth down 

and long, with the entire game on the line. 

It only increases the tension. It is to commit 

ourselves to what rational people (like us!) 

think an absurdity, an impossibility. It's a 

game plan that has no chance by human 

reckoning. Nobody in their right mind can 

believe such a thing given the facts on the 

ground, or given these weighty and 

imponderable philosophical dilemmas. It's 

naïve. It's foolhardy. 

 

I am very much a man of my time, and if 

I've given the impression in my book that 

this trust comes easily, forgive me. I am 

every day tempted to justify the ways of 

God to man. I want answers that will topple 

the walls of unbelief. I would rather live 

without these unbearable tensions. I strive to 

avoid the narrow and straight path of faith. 

In short, I punt day after day. But not 

because I trust in God, but because I find it 

much easier to trust myself.  

 

But there is another thing I find hard to 

believe, even though I have staked my life 

on it: That God in Christ forgives sinners 

who know they believe more in their 

wisdom than in God's mercy, and grasp that 

they cannot do a thing about that but to 

trust in that mercy.‖ 

Article by Mark Galli 

 

So how can a just God of judgment and 

wrath, also be a God of love?   

Jesus said, ―For God so loved the world that 

he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but 

to save the world through him. Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because they have not 

believed in the name of God‘s one and only 

Son.‖ John 3:16-18. So according the words 

of the Bible, God is both just and loving.  

 

Recently Third Day released a song titled 

―Trust in Jesus‖ that deals with this issue of 

God‘s judgment and love. I love the lyrics so 

I have included them for you to read: 

 

One of these days we all will stand in judgment for  

Every single word that we have spoken  

One of these days we all will stand before the Lord  

Give a reason for everything we've done  

And what I've done is  
 

Trust in Jesus  

My great Deliverer  

My strong Defender  

The Son of God  

I trust in Jesus  

Blessed Redeemer  

My Lord forever  

The Holy One, the Holy One  
 

What are you goi ng to do when your time has come  

And your life is done  

and there's nothing you can stand on  

What will you have to say at the judgment throne  

I already know the only thing that I can say I  
 

Trust in Jesus  

My great Deliverer  

My strong Defender  

The Son of Go d 

I trust in Jesus  

Blessed Redeemer  

My Lord forever  

The Holy One, the Holy One  
 

There's nothing I can do on my own to find 

forgiveness  

It's by His grace alone I trust in Jesus  

Trust in Jesus  

 

But still one of the classic problems that 

people bring up is: How can a God of love 

send anybody to Hell? Well, there are 

several answers to that. 
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One way of understanding this is that God 

doesn't send anyone to Hell. You send 

yourself there. God has done everything He 

possibly can to keep you out of Hell and still 

leave you as a person with free will and not 

just a robot. That's the way He made us--

after His image, after His likeness, the power 

to say ―yes‖ or the power to say ―no,‖ the 

power to reject our own Creator, and of 

course to take the consequences. 

 

In one sense you can say He doesn't send 

anybody to Hell, because across the road to 

Hell he has placed the cross of Christ. There 

are also people God brings into our lives to 

pray for us and to try to stop us on our 

selfish way and to bring us to the Savior.  

You could ask, ―Does God allow disease in 

the world? Does God allow hunger? Does 

God allow tornadoes, hurricanes, Tsunamis, 

floods? Does God allow war? Does God 

allow prisons? Does God allow sin to break 

homes and hearts?‖ All of these things are 

the consequences of a broken world and sin 

entering into the world. In some cases they 

are the direct result of man's rebellion, and 

the result of greed, pride and hunger for 

power that doesn't have any use for people, 

only the desire to get ahead. 

This is the incredible fruit of sin. Sin brings 

suffering into the world. There's no way of 

getting around it. And the greatest sin in the 

world is to reject the Lord Jesus Christ as 

Savior. 

We have our catalog of sins. We have rape 

and incest and murder. And we have them 

all cataloged and classified, but there isn't 

one of them that comes close to the sin of 

keeping Jesus Christ out of your life. Did 

Jesus say, "I'm going to send the Holy Spirit 

to convict the world of sin because they rob 

banks" or "because they believe not on me"? 

 

How can we disobey our very creator and 

not expect a punishment? That is either 

arrogance or ignorance. What ridiculous 

thinking people have in this area! We expect 

penalties for doing much less. Life is just built 

that way. For example, if you jumped off a 

high building, the law of gravity will take 

care of you. You might say, ―God is love,‖ 

all the way down, but you're still going to 

get splattered when you hit the bottom! You 

break the law of gravity, and it breaks you! 

We all know it, we expect it, and we accept 

it. You may love your little child, but if he 

puts his finger on that hot burner on the 

stove he's going to get burned! 

Fire burns. Gravity kills. Water drowns. And 

you can say, "God is love, God is love, God 

is love," until you're blue in the face. But 

water will still drown you, fire will burn 

you, and gravity will kill you, and sin will 

still come with punishment of hell no matter 

how much you say about a loving God. 

God just set up life that way. He set up the 

rules. He set up the laws by which we are to 

live. And if we break those laws, they break 

us, and we pay the consequences.  

Final Thoughts 

I‘m glad that is not where the story it ends. 

―But God demonstrates His love for us in 

this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.‖ Romans 5:8. He didn‘t wait for us 

to change. He paid the price for all of us. 

―Thanks be to God! He gives us victory in 

our Lord Jesus Christ.‖ 1 Corinthians 15:57. 

We have a message to the world! We don‘t 

want them to face hell, tell them about 

Jesus!  

43 

http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/cross.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/savior.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/sin.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/holyghost.html


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Group Discussion:  

1. According to a recent survey, only 59% of Americans believe in hell, compared with 74% 

who believe in heaven, (Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life). How do you respond to 

those results? 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think people have such a hard time believing in hell? 

 

 

 

3. How would you describe hell? Where did you get that idea about hell?  

 

 

 

4. Do you wrestle with the idea that God is the creator of all things and He is able to do 

anything He wants and yet people still go to hell? 

 

 

 

5. Read the two statements below aloud and respond to it as a group: 

 

 If God is an all powerful God, the He must not be a God of love or He wouldn‘t send 

people to hell.  

 

 If God is a loving God, He must not be all powerful because He is unable to keep people 

from going to hell.  

 

 

6. Read Matthew 25:31-46 together as a group and share what God has to say to you in this 

passage about his judgment and the idea of hell. 

 

 

  

 

 

Daily Bible Reading Week #6 

1. Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 

2. Matthew 13:47-52 

3. Matthew 25:31-46 

4. Luke 12:1-12 

5. Luke 16:19-31 

6. Revelation 14:9-11 

7. Revelation 20:10-15  
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Be ready to speak up 

and tell anyone who 

asks why you're living 

the way you are! 

1 Peter 3:15 - The Message 



  

 

If God is good, why is there evil? 

Before we tackle the question about a good 

God and evil let‘s first deal with the question 

of evil itself.  

 

Does evil exist? 

It has been said the Satan‘s 

greatest accomplishment is 

convincing people that he 

doesn‘t exist. In a recent survey 

conducted by Barna, they found 

that the majority of American 

Christians do not believe that 

Satan is a real being.  

 

Nearly six out of ten Christians either 

strongly agreed or somewhat agreed with 

the statement that Satan "is not a living being 

but is a symbol of evil," the survey found. 

 

"Most Americans, even those who say they 

are Christian, have doubts about the 

intrusion of the supernatural into the natural 

world," commented George Barna, founder 

of The Barna Group.  

 

"Hollywood has made evil accessible and 

tame, making Satan and demons less 

worrisome than the Bible suggests they really 

are," he said. "It's hard for achievement-

driven, self-reliant, independent people to 

believe that their lives can be impacted by 

unseen forces." 

 

But the Bible absolutely teaches that evil is 

real and active in the world. If evil is real 

and active then what does that say about 

our God? 

 

If evil exist, does that mean God is evil? 

 ―The university professor challenged his 

students with this question. 

"Did God create everything that exists? 

 

A student bravely replied, "Yes! He did!" 

 

"God created everything?‖ the professor 

asked. 

 

"Yes sir", the student replied. 

 

The professor answered, "If God created 

everything, then God created evil, since evil 

exists and according to the principle that our 

works define who we are, then God is evil". 

 

The student became quiet before such an 

answer. 

 

The professor was quite pleased with himself 

and boasted to the students that he had 

proven once more that the Christian faith 

was a myth. 

 

Another student raised his hand and said, 

"Can I ask you a question, professor?" 

 

"Of course", replied the professor. 

 

The student stood up and asked, "Professor, 

does cold exist?" 

 

"What kind of question is this? Of course it 

exists. Have you never been cold?" 

 

The students snickered at the young man's 

question. The young man replied, "In fact, 

sir, cold does not exist. According to the 

laws of physics, what we consider cold is in 

reality the absence of heat. Everybody or 

object is susceptible to study, when it has or 

transmits energy, and heat is what makes a 

body or matter have or transmit energy. 
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Absolute zero (- 460 degrees F) is the total 

absence of heat; all matter becomes inert 

and incapable of reaction at that 

temperature. Cold does not exist. We have 

created this word to describe how we feel if 

we have no heat.‖ 

 

The student continued. "Professor, does 

darkness exist?" 

 

The professor responded, "Of course it 

does". 

 

The student replied, "Once again you are 

wrong sir, darkness does not exist either. 

 

Darkness is in reality the absence of light. 

Light we can study, but not darkness. In fact 

we can use Newton's prism to break white 

light into many colors and study the various 

wavelengths of each color. You cannot 

measure darkness. A simple ray of light can 

break into a world of darkness and 

illuminate it. How can you know how dark 

a certain space is? You measure the amount 

of light present. Isn't this correct? Darkness is 

a term used by man to describe what 

happens when there is no light present." 

 

 Finally the young man asked the professor. 

"Sir, does evil exist?" 

 

Now uncertain, the professor responded, 

"Of course, as I have already said. We see it 

every day. It is in the daily example of man's 

inhumanity to man. It is in the multitude of 

crime and violence everywhere in the world. 

These manifestations are nothing else but 

evil." 

 

The student replied, "Evil does not exist sir, 

or at least it does not exist unto itself. 

Evil is simply the absence of God. It is just 

like darkness and cold, a word that man has 

created to describe the absence of God. God 

did not create evil. Evil is not like faith, or 

love that exist just as does light and heat. 

Evil is the result of what happens when man 

does not have God's love present in his 

heart. It's like the cold that comes when 

there is no heat or the darkness that comes 

when there is no light." 

 

Many people deny the existence of God 

while others would deny the existence of 

evil. But the truth is that both God and evil 

are exist and are real. 

 

For those of us who believe in God and in 

the existence of evil something needs to be 

reconciled. It is almost like this, ―If God is 

the author of ‗everything‘ and if evil is 

‗something‘. Then God must be the author 

of evil.‖  But that can‘t be true.  

To agree with the statement above is to say 

that God caused evil or worse, that God is 

evil. That is not the God of the Bible.  

The Bible says, ―Dear friend, do not imitate 

what is evil but what is good. Anyone who 

does what is good is from God. Anyone 

who does what is evil has not seen God.‖    

3 John 1:11. And again in James 1:13 it says, 

―when tempted, no one should say, ―God is 

tempting me.‖ For God cannot be tempted 

by evil, nor does he tempt anyone.‖ 

The reality is that evil is not ―something‖ at 

all but rather it is a lack of a good thing 

from God. God is the creator of everything 

but evil is not part of creation but rather the 

lack of or corruption of the good God 

made.  
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Genesis 2:9 says, ―The LORD God made all 

kinds of trees grow out of the ground, trees 

that were pleasing to the eye and good for 

food. In the middle of the garden were the 

tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil‖. 

Later when Adam and Eve were tempted to 

eat from the tree of good and evil in Genesis 

3:5 we read, ―For God knows that when 

you eat from it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.‖ At the moment they ate from the 

tree, everything changed. They now knew 

evil. Not only did they know good and evil, 

but evil came into power over the world 

and remains at work still. So now the 

goodness of God fights against the evil of 

Satan and the world. ―We know that we are 

children of God, and that the whole world is 

under the control of the evil one.‖ 1 John 

5:19.  

This is not to say we should fear evil of the 

devil. In fact the Bible teaches otherwise to 

believers, ―You, dear children, are from God 

and have overcome them, because the one 

who is in you is greater than the one who is 

in the world.‖ 1 John 4:4 

―No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I 

am convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.‖ Romans 8:37-39 

Why is there Evil? 

If God is absolutely good, then why is there 

evil? Where did evil come from? An 

absolutely good God cannot create evil, 

right? I understand the Adam and Eve story, 

and they basically screwed everything up, 

but why does he take it out on all of us? 

That seems a little short-tempered for 

someone who should be forgiving of 

mistakes. Why would Satan want to revolt if 

there was no evil?  

These are all very good questions. 

I will attempt to address them.  

God said of his creation, including 

man, that is was very good (Gen 

1:31). If all was created good, then what 

went wrong? All people were created, 

apparently, with free will. This is 

understandable. Suppose you programmed 

your computer so that every time you 

started working on it it would tell you, "You 

look great today. You are such a wonderful 

person." How long would it be before you 

stopped paying attention to the praise? We 

are created to show God's works (John 9:3). 

For that to have meaning to God, we must 

have free will. Unfortunately, that also 

means that we or even Satan may choose 

not to glorify God. It's wonderful not to 

have been created a robot, but sometimes 

the responsibility is very heavy.  

All sin, has certain consequences (Gen 3:14-

19). Those consequences sometimes go 

beyond the person sinning. Thus a woman 

who is a crack addict may give birth to a 

baby who is also a crack addict. The child 

has no sin, but suffers the consequence of 

someone else's sin. The same is true of all 

those sober people who have been killed by 

drunk drivers. God has built in certain 

consequences to sin, and sometimes they 

affect other people. It's not that He 

personally takes it out on all of us. The fact 
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Small Group Discussion:  

1. Why do you think there is so much evil in the world today? 

 

2. Do you think it is getting worse or has it always been this bad? 

 

3. Why do you think so many Christians don‘t believe in Satan? 

 

4. How would you respond to someone that said the devil is a made up idea? 

 

5. What do you think of the argument the young student made to his professor? Do you agree or 

disagree with his point of view? 

 

6.  

is, we all sin and must suffer certain 

consequences.  

We live in a world today of extreme evil. 

Rape, physical and sexual abuse, child 

abductions, torture, murder, genocide, gang 

war… I could go on and on. There is no 

doubt evil is real. Satan and his spiritual 

forces of evil are at war with God and His 

people.  

If it were not for the Truth of the Gospel 

and the victory we stand firm in, who could 

face tomorrow. But we are reminded that 

God has already won the war even though 

the daily battle continues.  

―Death has been swallowed up in victory.‖ 

        ―Where, O death, is your victory?  

             Where, O death, is your sting?‖ 

 ―The sting of death is sin, and the power of 

sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers and 

sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully to the work of 

the Lord, because you know that your labor 

in the Lord is not in vain.‖  

1 Corinthians 15:54-58.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore Stand Firm 

10
 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 

mighty power. 
11
 Put on the full armor of 

God, so that you can take your stand against 

the devil‘s schemes. 
12
 For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the 

powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms. 
13
 Therefore put on the full armor of 

God, so that when the day of evil comes, 

you may be able to stand your ground, and 

after you have done everything, to stand. 
14
 

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 

buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place, 
15
 and 

with your feet fitted with the readiness that 

comes from the gospel of peace. 
16
 In 

addition to all this, take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17
 Take the 

helmet of salvation and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God.‖  

Ephesians 6:10-17 

  

 

 

 

 

Daily Bible Reading Week #7 

1. Genesis 1:1-31 

2. Genesis 2:1-25 

3. Genesis 3:1-24 

4. Romans 8:18-39 

5. 1 Corinthians 15:1-34 

6. 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 

7. Ephesians 6:10-17 
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Apologetics: Why your church needs it! 

J.M. Njoroge is associate apologist at Ravi Zacharias International Ministries in Atlanta, Georgia.  

 

The ambiguity of the word apologetics provides the apologist with a natural icebreaker in public or private conversations on the 

topic: the apologist does not exist to ―apologize‖ for being a Christian, or indeed for anything else. The assumption behind the 

pun is that the listeners would have a fair understanding of what apologetics is even if they cannot attach a formal definition to 

the concept. Unfortunately, this assumption is not always accurate.  

 

During a conversation at a major apologetics event recently held in a large church, an attendee asked me what ―apologetics‖ 

meant. I explained to her that apologetics is the branch of Christian theology that seeks to address the intellectual obstacles that 

keep people from taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ seriously. I gave her some examples of questions that are important in the 

context of apologetics. For example, why does evil exist if the world was created by an all-good, all-powerful God? How do we 

know Christianity is true in light of the numerous religions that exist in the world?  

 

I finished my answer to her by quoting 1 Peter 3:15, which instructs us to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks for 

the reason for the hope that is within us. Her reaction was surprising.  

 

―Are you sure the Bible says that?‖ she asked.  

 

I assured her that it does. I explained to her that the word translated ―answer‖ in that verse is the Greek word apologia that means 

―defense‖ and from which we get the English word apologetics. She had been a faithful member of a prominent evangelical 

church for most of her life, and yet she did not understand the meaning or importance of apologetics in the life of the local 

church. Sadly, I have seen such scenarios repeat themselves so frequently that I have now come to expect them whenever I go to 

a new place to speak.  

 

Even among those who do understand what apologetics is and why it is important, there are some who suspect that it is reserved 

for a select minority among the elect—perhaps just for those with a questioning mind, or for an intellectual elite. Tertullian‘s 

famous question, ―What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?‖ echoes loudly in the hearts and minds of many a follower of Jesus in 

our time, with the resounding answer being ―nothing.‖ The explosion of knowledge has made it possible for different people 

legitimately to focus on specific areas at the exclusion of others. This has complicated the process of cooperation among experts 

in different fields of study, the result being that often the right hand does not know what the left hand is doing. Thus, for example, 

it is possible for a local church to function without apologetics.  

 

In what follows, I hope to demonstrate why I believe apologetics is absolutely crucial to both the health and the witness of the 

church and why it is a serious mistake for followers of Jesus to ignore it. My goal is not to cast blame, but to call upon those who 

are committed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take seriously the application of its truth to all areas of life. Unless the Gospel is 

understood at the worldview level, its impact upon those who accept it as well as its ability to change the structures of their 

societies will always fall short of God‘s best for his people. But, as I will argue, the Gospel cannot be understood at the 

worldview level without apologetics.  

 

Orders to Prepare  
The first reason why believers cannot ignore the life of the mind is that the Bible itself is opposed to anti-intellectualism . As 

already mentioned, the Scriptures instruct us to be prepared to give answers to those who raise questions about our faith (1 Peter 

3:15). When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus declared that it is to love God with the entirety of our being, including 

our minds (see Matthew 22:36-38)—an injunction beautifully modeled for us by biblical characters themselves.  

 

For example, within the context of apologetics, Paul‘s practice of reasoning from the Scriptures when in discussion with Jews 

about the identity of Jesus is well known. But as we see in Acts 17, Paul was willing to depart from this practice when he debated 

the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers in Athens: he started from where they were in order to introduce the Gospel to them. He 

could not reason from the Scriptures with them since they, unlike the Jews, did not accept the authority of the Scriptures.  

 

Similarly, Matthew 22 contains a fascinating account of Jesus‘s interaction with a group of Pharisees and Sadducees, the Ivy 

League scholars of the day. Jesus navigates masterfully through their traps regarding the requirement to pay taxes to Caesar, the 

status of marriage in the afterlife, and the prioritization of the commandments given to us by God. In each case, he exposes the 

misconceptions that had led to erroneous interpretations of God‘s Word. Jesus caps the chapter with his own question to the 

experts. How could King David, under the inspiration of the Spirit, refer to the Messiah as his (David‘s) Lord if the Messiah was 

just David‘s son (or descendant)? ―No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more 

questions‖ (Matthew 22:46).  

 

Although apologetics is mostly associated with such penetrating thinkers as C.S. Lewis, the practice of serving God with the 

mind has been an integral part of the life of the church throughout its history. This is evident in the formulation of complex 
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biblical doctrines, such as the Trinity. The precision of the words used in the creeds and the determination to avoid contradictions 

are impressive examples of the priority the church has always given to the life of the mind.  

 

Indeed, biblical thinking played a foundational role in all that went into the formation of what is known as Western culture. 

Without the Bible, Western culture would not have the shape it has today. Notwithstanding loud protests to the contrary, it was 

biblical thinking that gave rise to modern science and technology. As C.S. Lewis put it, ―Men became scientific because they 

expected law in nature and they expected law in nature because they believed in a lawgiver.‖ They believed the universe was 

crafted by a purposeful God who created humanity in his image, creatures who could (to borrow Johannes Kepler‘s famous 

phrase) ―think God‘s thoughts after Him.‖ To Kepler, ―The chief aim of all investigations of the external world should be to 

discover the rational order which has been imposed on it by God, and which he revealed to us in the language of mathematics.‖   

 

It was also the Bible that gave the world a foundation for human rights. The Bible makes the astonishing claim that what 

separates human beings from other creatures is the fact that they were created in God‘s image. Although others may claim that all 

human beings should be considered to be of equal worth, only the Christian worldview provides a philosophically solid and 

consistent basis for such a claim. After all, we don‘t all come into the world ―equal‖ in any objective sense. My boys were born 

in Los Angeles, California, around the same time that the children of a famous celebrity were born. Though there was a barrage 

of reporters and paparazzi hoping to catch a glimpse of the celebrity‘s children, no one showed up with a camera at the hospital 

where my boys were born (though I can assure you, as objectively as a dad can, that my boys were much better looking!).  

 

We don‘t all star t life in this world on an equal footing, given the huge range of gifts and attributes people have—musical or 

athletic ability, good looks, and intelligence. The only basis we have for attaching any meaning to the claim that all human beings 

are ―equal‖ is the biblical teaching that we are all made in God‘s image. So pervasive was such thinking in Western culture that 

such phrases as ―all men are created equal and endowed by their Creator with cer tain inalienable rights‖ were taken to be self-

evident truths at the founding of the United States.  

 

One can only wonder what the Declaration of Independence would look like if it were drafted today, when some of our leading 

intellectuals are telling us that we have pulled ourselves up by our own bootstraps and we therefore have no need for God. It is 

difficult to see how ―inalienable rights,‖ rights that exist independently of any human authority, can be justified without a 

transcendent anchor.  

 

With all its war ts, the church has, in the past, acknowledged a duty to think through issues so that it can anticipate and then 

answer the questions people have. In other words, it has taken its role as the light of the world much more seriously than is 

evident today. C.S. Lewis did not invent apologetics any more than Michael Jordan invented the game of basketball.  

 

Spiritual Warfare  
A second reason why the church cannot afford to ignore the life of the mind is that apologetics is a form of spiritual warfare. The 

more I study the Word of God and the nature of the spiritual problems that plague human beings, the more convinced I become 

that ideas are the most effective of all of our enemy‘s tools. Slavery is a grievous evil, but never more so than when it is the mind 

rather than merely the body that is enslaved. At that point, the slave will do the enemy‘s bidding without any physical restraints, 

for whatever controls your mind owns you.  

 

In 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, the Apostle Paul says,  

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 

world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets 

itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  

 

There is a strong emphasis on the cognitive aspect of our being in this passage. The ―strongholds‖ that we are to demolish as 

divinely inspired warriors are arguments and pretensions that set themselves up against our claim to know God. We are to take 

thoughts captive to make them obedient to Christ. The word Paul uses for arguments is the Greek word logismous, which refers 

to ―the product of a cognitive process.‖ If that is true, it is hard to imagine Paul ignoring the claims of those who would today 

argue that we cannot really ―know‖ God in any meaningful sense. He did not shy away from engaging the Athenian philosophers 

in discussions on such matters.  

 

But the power of ideas is most clearly demonstrated in the absolute effectiveness of the Tempter‘s strategy in the Garden of Eden. 

How did Satan succeed in driving Adam and Eve away from God? Not through demonpossession or illness, and not by 

overpowering their will: he succeeded by planting an idea in their mind. Ever since the human race bought the lie that we can 

actually become gods ourselves in place of God, we have been willing—even resolved—to do our enemy‘s bidding. The key 

arena for this spiritual battle has been our minds.  

 

If the biblical account is right, then it is not surprising that some of those who finally succeed in defying God would experience a 

certain degree of liberation. God has given us the ability to make real decisions with eternal consequences. When we exercise our 
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freedom to choose, we affirm our true humanity. But if we were created by God in order to have a personal relationship with 

Him, then to choose against Him is to dethrone the essence of our humanity. We function at our best when we are properly 

related to God. From cults to distorted biblical teaching, false ideas continue to exert their power on humanity with many 

casualties along the way. As ambassadors of Christ in a hurting world, we play a dangerous game when we ignore the life of the 

mind.  

 

The fact that the mind is an intensely active spiritual battlefield is seen in the large number of young people whose faith is shaken 

when they encounter ideas that challenge the truth of God‘s Word. This is a familiar story on many university campuses. Biblical 

thinking can only regain the respectability it once had by making its case in the marketplace of ideas. When reasoned discourse 

takes a backseat in any culture (and reasoned discourse in turn is only possible in the context of a shared assumption that truth 

exists and can be discerned), the only alternative is the exercise of raw power. This is clearly seen in the priority given to court 

cases in the so-called culture wars without an equal emphasis on shaping public opinion through a reasoned defense of biblically 

sound positions.  

 

While court cases have their legitimate role, real victory will only come when Christianity is once again recognized to be a 

legitimate option in public discourse. Fighting culture wars through the courts alone is at best a temporary solution; it is just a 

matter of time before the weight of cultural opinion lends an unstoppable momentum to false and destructive ideas. It is not 

accidental that Paul refers to the church as the pillar and foundation of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). When biblical Christianity is 

understood at the worldview level, it has the power not only to change the hearts and minds of individual adherents but also to 

influence the ideas that shape the opinions of a culture.  

 

Implicit in what has already been said is the third and final reason why I believe it is a serious mistake for the church to ignore 

apologetics: apologetics is indispensable in the proper application of the Gospel to all of life. To flesh out this point, we will 

examine briefly the role the Gospel played in transforming British culture in the nineteenth century in contrast to the limited 

impact it has had in Africa in recent decades despite its obvious popularity on the continent.  

 

Borrowing a Page in English  
Church historian Ian C. Bradley credits the Evangelicals of the nineteenth century with the revival of a high view of morality in 

Victorian era Britain. He argues that it was the Evangelicals who led the campaign to abolish the slave trade and who tempered 

the excesses of imperialism in places such as Africa and India. On October 28, 1787, William Wilberforce wrote in his diary, 

―God almighty has set before me two great objects; the suppression of the slave trade and the reformation of manners.‖   

 

It was not surprising that the ―reformation of manners‖ would be ranked together with the abolition of the slave trade in 

Wilberforce‘s mind. As Bradley writes,  

It did not take a Saint to feel that English society stood in need of reform at the end of the eighteenth century…. There can be 

little doubt that there was something depraved about a society whose favourite country pastimes included hurling stakes at 

chained cocks and setting dogs on cats thrown into ponds, where townspeople regularly complained of being kept awake by the 

screams of victims of assault and rape and the cries of prostitutes, and in which an eighth of the deaths in the capital were 

attributed to excessive drinking. The eighteenth century was probably no more vice-ridden than any other but no other age has 

ever paraded its weaknesses quite so openly or excessively.  

 

Despite the enormity of the task, Wilberforce and others like him succeeded in impacting their nation. So profound was the 

transformation of British society that Bertrand Russell, one of the most prominent and influential atheists of the last century, 

could later write, "It is doubtful that the method of Mahatma Gandhi would have succeeded except that he was appealing to the 

conscience of a Christianized people." The process of Christianization did not occur by accident but as the result of a careful 

understanding of the Scriptures and the application of God‘s Word to all of life. The Christian leaders who had laid the 

foundation for the moral rebuilding of their nation understood what a community of committed believers should produce: people 

of deepseated character and integrity who can discern the times in which they live and who can influence others, including their 

leaders, not only to become believers but also to live their lives and conduct their Christian witness with biblical wisdom in spite 

of cultural pressure to the contrary.  

 

That is what Wilberforce hoped would be passed along to the generation that succeeded his own. In his book Real Christianity, 

he exhorted parents to incorporate apologetics in the upbringing and training of their children. He wrote,  

In an age in which infidelity abounds, do we observe them [parents] carefully instructing their children in the principles of faith 

which they profess? Or do they furnish their children with arguments for the defense of that faith? ... When religion is handed 

down among us by heredity succession, it is not surprising to find youth of sense and spirit beginning to question the truth of the 

system in which they were brought up. And it is not surprising to see them abandon a position which they are unable to defend.   

Unfortunately, his warning increasingly went unheeded as the English Evangelicals began to abandon the life of the mind and to 

retreat instead into an agenda which prioritized personal piety over a scholarly engagement with ideas that opposed a biblical 

view of the world. As author Jonathan Rice observes, they claimed ―God had called them to a purely practical faith: to send forth 
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missionaries, to help the poor and downtrodden, to better peoples‘ manners. These were the things pleasing to God; not 

intellectual debate or true apologetics.‖  

 

Sadly, the result was that many of their children and grandchildren abandoned the faith once they were confronted with 

arguments to which they had no answers. Rice continues,  

They tried to salvage the strong sense of morality, duty, hard work and self-control, but without the God who had given  it to 

them in the first place. One of them summed it up this way in 1873: ‗Let us dream no dreams and tell no lies, but go our way, 

wherever it may lead, with our eyes open and our heads raised‘… There is bravery and integrity in this statement, together with a 

horrible sense of the tragic. It is the practical creed of a man who had once known and loved God, but had lost Him, and was 

facing his short life alone and abandoned in a now empty universe.  

 

A few years ago, Lee Strobel interviewed Charles Templeton in the course of research for one of his books. Templeton, a 

onetime preaching partner of Billy Graham, lost his faith while still a young man. In a discussion about Jesus, Templeton‘s eyes 

welled up with tears, and to Strobel‘s astonishment, Templeton said, ―I really miss him.‖ After years of writing books defending 

his agnosticism, he was still unable to shake off the allure of Jesus. He had learned to love Jesus with his heart but not with his 

mind. What your mind rejects, your life will eventually reject also, however close it may be to your heart.  

 

It is often said that ideas have consequences. Such a maxim can only benefit us as we determine not to allow it to degenerate into 

a meaningless cliché. If we lose the next generation to secularism, other religions, and paganism, it is not going to be because we 

fought and lost the battle, but because we never entered the battlefield in the first place. God has given us all we need in order to 

serve Him effectively in this world, and our minds are an integral part of the process.  

 

Out of Africa  
Perhaps the best way to appreciate the painful effects of anti-intellectualism in the church is to look at places where the rich 

legacy of Judeo-Christian scholarship has not taken root. A clear example of this problem is the continent of Africa, my 

homeland. The continent is known for its exotic wildlife, sprawling jungles, beaches, deserts, and its many cultures. But it is 

difficult to think of Africa without also thinking of all its pervasive problems. Drought, famine, poverty, and disease continue to 

claim lives throughout large parts of Africa. As a result, physical needs receive the greatest attention from those who feel moved 

enough to act on behalf of the people of Africa.  

 

But despite the seriousness of the physical needs, I am convinced that the biggest problem Africa faces is ideological. In Matthew 

4, Satan tries to get Jesus to turn stones into bread in order to meet his physical need. In response, Jesus says, ―It is written, man 

does not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of God‖ (verse 4). The need in Africa remains the 

same; bread (an allegory for humanity‘s physical needs) and the Word (ideological needs). This two-pronged diagnosis of 

humanity‘s deepest needs is the key to solving Africa‘s seemingly insurmountable problems.  

 

With respect to the bread (or physical needs), trillions of dollars and untold hours of human labor have been poured into the 

continent of Africa in recent decades. For the record, I am grateful for those who have devoted so much of their efforts and 

resources to assisting the people of Africa. RZIM‘s Wellspring International has played a critical role in the process and we hope 

to do more in the future. It is impossible to see the need and not feel compelled to do something about it as followers of Jesus 

Christ. But we also know that offering assistance for physical needs in Africa, though necessary, is only a temporary solution. We 

are also determined to address the root cause of the problem, which is ideological. God‘s Word properly applied is the only hope 

for the world.  

 

Reflecting on the impact of the Gospel in Africa over the last few decades, missiologist Ralph Winter laments the fact that it does 

not seem to have the impact one would expect it to have in places where a majority of the people claim to be followers of Jesus 

Christ. Says Winter, ―We always used to think, ‗Even if things are not going too well in the USA, at least those millions of newly 

won believers overseas are flourishing in the faith.‘‖  

 

But Winter points out that the news is not as good as we have thought. He gives some unsettling examples: Kenya, which is 80% 

Christian, with more than 400 denominations and ―almost as many Evangelicals as in all of Europe‖ could not contain the 

outbreak of the postelection violence that claimed more than 1200 lives and left over 350,000 homeless in January of 2008. The 

Central African Republic is 70% Christian, and yet it also ranks among the most dangerous and corrupt nations of the world. 

Even Rwanda was considered to be one of the most Christianized nations in the world just before the genocide. Winter refers to 

this as ―the nightmare of a thought that our vast global, hard-won expansion of Christianity is falling to pieces before our eyes.‖ 

His conclusion is worth pondering:  

A Christianity that does not teach the Bible points the way nowhere but to New Age groping, ambiguity and relativism. However, 

a Christianity that only teaches the Bible is blind to all the other knowledge God wants us to discover and value.  

 

A full examination of how we got where we are goes well beyond the scope of this short article. Suffice it to say that the church, 

for the most part, did not respond well to the assaults on the faith that gained prominence in the intellectual centers of the world 
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in the nineteenth century. Philosopher J.P. Moreland identifies three principal areas in which the Gospel was poorly defended 

against intellectual attacks: philosophy, science, and German ―higher criticism.‖ Philosophers like David Hume and Immanuel 

Kant insisted that God cannot be known to exist. Charles Darwin‘s formulation of the theory of evolution seemed to render the 

role of a Creator of life superfluous, and the Bible itself came under severe attack with the rise of higher criticism in Germany 

that questioned its historicity.  

 

Moreland argues that the church frequently responded by withdrawing from the centers of intellectual debate. Bible institutes 

were built to train lay believers to reach the lost for Christ, rather than to equip a generation of believers to defend their faith. As 

Evangelicals retreated from the broader society, an unhealthy escapism with an emphasis on End Times teaching became 

popular. The result was a severe marginalization of Christian ideas from the public arena. Needless to say, reaching souls for 

Christ is the central objective of our calling, and as Spirit-filled believers, we ―groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 

adoption as sons‖ (Romans 8:23). But in the meantime, we are to endure the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in the 

believers (Galatians 4:19).  

 

If Moreland‘s analysis is largely correct, then the real problem that plagues believers in places like Africa is not hard to identify. 

Simply stated, the version of Christianity that was planted in Africa was largely divorced from the intellectual legacy of 

Christendom that had produced first-rate Christian scientists, moral philosophers, political thinkers, artists, business 

entrepreneurs, etc. It was instead the product of a pietistic strain of evangelicalism which was already in intellectual retreat in the 

West by the time it was coming to maturity in Africa. In short, since the advent of the missionary movement in the latter 

eighteenth century, the Judeo- Christian tradition has never been rooted in Africa as it had once been in the West. The West may 

presently be busy hacking away at the root of its moral foundations, but Africa in one sense has yet even to break ground in order 

to lay down a strong biblical foundation within its many cultures.  

 

If we do not learn to value the life of the mind, then we will be doing a great disservice to all the missionaries who have 

sacrificed their resources, time, health, and even lives to take the Gospel to places like Africa. In spite of the anti-intellectual 

flavor of the version of the faith that made it to Africa, the missionaries proved faithful with what was at their disposal. The 

result, according to the Pew Forum, is that there are now more than 400 million Christians in Africa, and that number is projected 

to rise to more than 633 million by the year 2025. Far from destroying African cultures, missionaries contributed to their survival 

by providing them with written expressions of their languages. There is much for which missionaries deserve our gratitude, and 

the best way to reward their efforts is for African believers to learn to serve God with their minds.  

 

In a different context, Richard Mouw uses the metaphor of the hospital emergency room to make a similar point. The emergency 

room is a place of much activity and haste. The moment the ambulance pulls in, life decisions have to be made, with no time to 

waste. But the only reason why the medical experts succeed in saving lives in the midst of the haste and urgency is because 

medical researchers have already spent countless hours in the labs, conferences, lecture halls, and the library.  

 

Unfortunately, Africa is like an emergency room with a real need for hasty action and urgent care. But there is very little research 

at the ideological level to back up the ambulance drivers. Physical and medical needs cannot be denied, but until we recognize 

that the application of God‘s Word to all areas of life is still the final answer to the human predicament this side of the grave, the 

solution to Africa‘s problems will continue to elude us. The Word of God is still the answer, but it must be understood at the 

worldview level if we are to break down the structures of mental slavery that have oppressed so many for so long.  

 

In December 2008, Matthew Parris wrote an article entitled, ―As an Atheist I Truly Believe Africa Needs God.‖ In that article 

Parris argued that redemption, not just physical assistance, has to be a part of the process that will give rise to the kind of 

transformation Africa needs. He concluded his article with a powerful statement:  

Those who want Africa to walk tall amid 21st-century global competition must not kid themselves that providing the material 

means or even the knowhow that accompanies what we call development will make the change. A whole belief system must first 

be supplanted. And I'm afraid it has to be supplanted by another. Removing Christian evangelism from the African equation may 

leave the continent at the mercy of a malign fusion of Nike, the witch doctor, the mobile phone and the machete.   

 

To this sobering statement from an atheist, I would add that apologetics must be a part of the equation, for millions of Africans 

have already responded positively to Christian evangelism. What remains now is for the believers in Africa to demonstrate what 

the Gospel can do to societal structures when it is properly applied. Learning to love God with their minds is the surest way to 

supplant oppressive belief systems with the life-changing  Word of God. I should also note that I am not offering apologetics in 

place of the Gospel: the Gospel is what is needed. But in the process of applying it to all of life, apologetics is indispensable.  

 

What It Will Take  
The first thing it will take in order for the followers of Jesus to turn this ship around is a sacrificial commitment to the course of 

truth. The church must produce gifted men and women who are not ashamed of the Gospel and who will serve God with their 

minds as historians, artists, moral philosophers, scientists, politicians, business entrepreneurs, university professors, media 

personalities, etc. In other words, we must strive to raise a generation of believers who are not just professionals who happen to 

be Christians but diligent Christians who understand that their professions are a means to glorify God.  
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Fortunately, this is already happening, especially in the US, as followers of Christ respond to the marginalization of biblical ideas 

in the culture by making the case for the truth and centrality of the Bible. The message of the Gospel is simple but it is by no 

means simplistic. Proper understanding and application of its truth requires careful study and contemplation. An impassioned 

―What-do-I-say-when-he-or-shesays- such-and-such‖ approach to apologetics alone will not do: we must be willing to roll up our 

sleeves for the sake of truth, for no one has a greater stake in it than those of us who claim to follow him who is the Truth.  

 

Secondly, it will take the entire community of faith working together. No one person can do this alone. Given the multiplicity of 

tasks that many pastors bear, pointing out the value of apologetics to them can at times sound insensitive, if not insulting. Pastors 

tend to be very easy targets of criticism, but over the years I have worked closely enough with a number of them to appreciate the 

demands their calling places upon their lives on a daily basis. There are not many pastors who are in search of extra-curricular 

activities to fill up gaps in their schedules.  

 

Consequently, believers must be more intentional about sharing the available resources as we all function together as one body. 

The biblical mandate for individuals and churches to use their gifts for the benefit of the entire body is clear. It is up to church 

leaders to create the opportunities for cooperation among believers. This means that no one person should feel left out; the gifts 

God has given each one of his followers are equally valuable in his eyes and we must embrace them with gratitude and use them 

to benefit others. Not all of us are called to be apologists, and not even the most gifted pastor can play all the roles God has 

assigned to any local congregation. Church leaders must be willing to open the door for the members of their congregations to 

exercise their God-given gifts, including serving God with their minds.  

 

And finally, it will take dependence upon the power of the Spirit of God for authentic, transformed Christian lives. This is not 

only the ultimate goal of everything we do, it is also the only safeguard against letting our service to God with our minds 

degenerate into a mere academic exercise. Just as we can use other gifts of God, like material wealth, to oppose God, we can do 

the same with reason. In his book Beyond Opinion, Ravi Zacharias declares, ―I have little doubt that the single greatest obstacle 

to the impact of the gospel has not been its inability to provide answers, but the failure on our part to live it out.‖  That is a 

warning worth heeding. The one Bible verse that comes close to giving us a definition of eternal life is John 17:3. It says, ―Now 

this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.‖ Eternal life is not just 

something that will happen some day after we die; it is knowing God through Christ, and it begins the moment we believe.  

 

Thus apologetics is necessary for the health of the church because it helps the believer to overcome intellectual obstacles in the 

course of the believer‘s spiritual growth. It is necessary for the witness of the church since it helps clear away the obstacles that 

can keep the non-believer from taking an honest look at his or her true spiritual condition. The life of the mind is an integral part 

of Christian discipleship, and it is indispensable in the process of applying God‘s Word in our individual lives as well as in our 

role as the bearers of God‘s light in a dark world. To ignore the life of the mind is to play right into the hands of the enemy of our 

souls. For the sake of our own lives in Christ, our young people, our nation, and indeed our world, we will do well to rediscover 

the primacy of loving God with our minds in the context of our local churches.
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“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 

Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


